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Texts:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16, Romans 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13 

Every year we begin our journey into Lent by reading the story of Jesus’ temptation 

in the wilderness.  We read it from a different gospel each year, but we always read it on 

the first Sunday of Lent.  Matthew, Mark and Luke all tell the story slightly differently, but 

all agree that Jesus went into the wilderness following his baptism in the Jordan, that he 

was there for 40 days, that the Spirit was with him there, and that he was tempted by the 

devil.   

 Forty days in the wilderness.  Forty days of Lent.  Those forty days linked Jesus, 

and they link us, to the 40 years of desert wandering that were part of the story of the 

people of Israel.  Today’s Old Testament reading comes from Deuteronomy, one of the five 

books of the Torah, the law that God gave to the people of Israel during those years of 

wilderness and wandering.   

Today’s reading comes near the end of the book, at 39 years and 8 months into the 

wandering.  The people of Israel are gathered on the plains of Moab.  They are about to 

cross the Jordan River to the promised land.  Today’s reading comes at the end of 20 

chapters of laws and rules for governing the people’s lives and their relationships with each 

other.  Following all these laws and rules we find today’s passage, in which Moses instructs 

the people to bring the first fruits of their first harvest to God in thanksgiving.  And along 

with that instruction is another one:  to remember who they are.  And as they give their 

offerings to the priest, they are to remember the story of Abraham, walking to the land of 

Canaan. They are to remember how Jacob’s sons sold their brother Joseph, and how later 

they went down into Egypt in the midst of famine.  They are to remember the hard labor of 

their slavery, the signs and wonders of the Passover, the terrifying power of the Red Sea.  
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They are to remember God leading them into a new land.  “A wandering Aramean was my 

father,” reads the Hebrew – the translation of the word as “ancestor” actually makes this 

passage seem more distant than it is intended to be.   

A few verses later in the chapter, God sets out God’s promise, the covenant:  This 

very day the Lord commands you to observe these laws and rules with all your heart and 

soul.  Today you have obtained the Lord’s agreement to be your God.  Today the Lord has 

obtained your agreement to be God’s treasured people.  Today you are to keep God’s 

commandments and walk in God’s way.  Today God has set you above the nations.  Today 

you shall be a people holy to the Lord. 

 God’s mighty hand and outstretched arm, God’s terrifying display of power, God’s 

signs and wonders, God’s deliverance into the land of milk and honey.  All these are to be 

remembered as if they happened today – this very day.   

 Remember who you are and whose you are.  That is the heart of what we are called 

to do and be as Christians. To remember.  And what temptation really is all about is 

forgetting all that.  Temptation is not so much being drawn toward something – usually 

something that you shouldn’t be doing.  Temptation is more about being drawn away from 

something – away from your relationship with God and the identity that you have been 

given through that relationship.   

 In the scene from Luke’s gospel this morning, the devil tries to seduce Jesus with the 

promise of bread when he’s hungry, the power and glory of world domination and the 

promise of rescue.  Along with the suggestion that God is not up to the task of providing 

any of these.  Bread, power and safety.  But what the devil is really trying to do here is to 

undermine Jesus’ confidence in who he is – that he is God’s own Son, worthy of God’s love 
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and care.  The devil is trying to goad Jesus into giving up on his identity, and on his trust in 

God. 

 In the face of these temptations, Jesus quotes from the book of Deuteronomy, from 

the sacred story of Israel.  He claims that story as his own and affirms his identity as a 

beloved child of God. 

 Bread, power and safety.  But it might have been youth, beauty and wealth.  Or how 

about fame, health and a successful career?  Or being thin, being popular and having a 

winning season? 

 On one level, temptations are concrete.  But deep down, they are really all the same, 

as they seek to shift our allegiance and trust away from God and toward some kind of 

substitute for God. 

The devil’s deal is as slick as any advertising campaign.  What is lacking in your 

life?  Buy this product and you can fill that empty space. 

 The devil’s deal is as full of pandering as any presidential candidates’ stump speech. 

What are you afraid of?  Terrorism, immigrants, Wall Street corporations, low wages, high 

taxes, the wealthy, the poor.  Elect me and I’ll keep you safe. 

 We are under assault every single day by tempting messages that seek to draw us 

away from the God who loves us more than anything, the God who created each one of us, 

and claimed each one of us and gave each one of us our identity. 

 God loves you so much that he sent his only Son into the world to take on human 

life, to take on the human condition.  God sent his only son to face the same temptations, to 

walk the same path, to know rejection and fear and suffering as often as we do, and to die 

as each one of us will die.  And God raised Jesus from the dead in order to show you that 
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God’s love is more powerful than all the hate in the world and that the life God offers is 

more powerful even than death. 

 The forty days of Lent have just begun and we follow Jesus into the wilderness.  In 

these forty days of Lent we will remember Jesus’ journey to the cross.  We will remember 

Israel’s journey through the desert on their way to the promised land.  As we make this 

Lenten journey, there will be times of trust and times of temptation.  As you make your 

Lenten journey, my prayer for you is to grow in your ability to trust God.  To remember 

WHO you are and WHOSE you are.  To live with a sense of abundance rather than 

scarcity.  To live with a sense of courage rather than fear.  To know that you have a place 

in God’s story.  To live in God’s unconditional love. 


