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Texts: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

 Most of us know what a proverb is, right?  The dictionary defines the word as “a 

short, pithy saying that contains some truth or useful thought.”  Even if you have never 

read through the Old Testament book that carries that name, you probably have a sense of 

what can be found there.  Unfortunately, many folks confuse sayings from the Bible's book 

of Proverbs with sayings from early American Founding Fathers like Benjamin Franklin: 

perhaps the most familiar example is the saying, "God helps those who help themselves." 

That does not appear in the Bible; it’s from Poor Richard's Almanack.   

 The book of Proverbs is an example of Wisdom literature in the Old Testament, and 

it does contain sayings that teach a proper way to live.  This morning’s passage from 

Proverbs is something entirely different.  This morning we meet Wisdom herself. 

 I’m going to read the passage from Proverbs once again – but this time in more 

contemporary language.  This is from The Message by Eugene Peterson.  I’m also going to 

read verses 1-11 rather than stopping at verse 4, and then continue on… 

 Wisdom is not the same as intelligence.  Intelligence implies that you have some kind 

of innate capacity for learning, that it’s something you were born with.  Wisdom is not the 

same as expertise.  Expertise implies that you have studied a subject thoroughly, or that 

you have practiced and honed a skill. 

 Wisdom calls to everyone.  Wisdom doesn’t go up a mountain and sit by herself like 

some kind of isolated guru.   She stands in public places – right there at First and Main, 

right here in the middle of our lives.  Her invitation is to everyone, to “all who live.”  This is 

not some secret teaching that can only be revealed to a select few disciples.  Wisdom is 

accessible.   
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 And here is the most surprising part:  Wisdom is an aspect of God’s own being.  She 

was there at the beginning of creation, brought forth by God and working beside God.  The 

Hebrew words actually imply the sense of giving birth.  Wisdom was born of God, 

established by God, working alongside God as an architect works alongside the builder. 

 And Wisdom takes delight in everything God has made.  Imagine her clapping her 

hands in applause at the oceans and the rivers and the lakes.  Imagine her laughing with 

glee at the seahorses and the kangaroos and palm trees and eagles.   Imagine her dancing in 

sheer joy, spinning around and around with her arms out and her face upturned toward 

the brand new sun. 

 We human beings have a sad tendency to imagine God as stern and judgmental.  

We have a tendency to imagine God sitting far away in heaven somewhere, gazing from 

some remote place in the clouds down at this earth.  We have a tendency to imagine that 

our relationship with God is shaky and fragile; that we need to climb up some sort of 

ladder to get closer to God.  We have a tendency to imagine that our relationship with God 

is entirely dependent on what we do, and that we need to watch out and make sure that we 

don’t backslide in any way. 

 This passage from Proverbs and this morning’s Psalm make it clear that God’s 

attitude toward all of creation is delight.  Human beings are created just a little lower than 

the angels.  In Genesis there are actually two different stories of creation.  In the first 

creation story, God speaks the universe into existence, and then declares that everything in 

it is very, very good.  In the second creation story, God gets down on the ground and gets 

the divine hands dirty, making a human being out of earth and bringing it to life with a 

breath.   We have a tendency to think of this creation job as a solitary activity.  But this 
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morning we are reminded that God’s own Wisdom was there at the very moment that the 

earth and all its’ creatures were called into being.   “The gospel of John begins this way:  In 

the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”  The 

Word of God, the Wisdom of God, the Spirit of God.   

 The following story was written by Pastor Jeff Paschal, a Presbyterian pastor from 

Wooster, Ohio: 

 “I was out shopping yesterday, and whom did I run into? Wisdom. Yeah, there she 

was. She called me over and we began talking. Wisdom and I. Then, I went down to the 

courthouse, and there she was again, make a plea for justice in some dingy courtroom 

where somebody had been unjustly accused. After that, I dropped by the school, and she 

had gotten there ahead of me, calling for students and teachers alike to seek truth. Then I 

went for a walk in the woods, moving along the trail in quiet meditation. Wisdom snuck up 

on me and said, “Now that we are alone, I have something I want to share with you, a 

present I you to enjoy. You know, I have been around a long time, really before the 

beginning of time. I have been whirling and dancing with God all along. I am God’s 

delight, laughing and playing. I want you to know the lightness of spirit and gladness that 

come when you welcome me. Will you set aside those thoughts, words, deeds that make life 

heavy and sad for you and others? Will you come and laugh and play with me? Will you 

come and dance with me? Will you?” 

 What is your answer to Wisdom’s invitation?  What does it mean to you to live in 

God’s delight? 

 God does not exist in isolation.  The Holy Trinity is a divine community of three, a 

divine interchange of three, a divine dance of three.  And yet there are not three gods but 
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one God.  One God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – who is beyond all imaging, so huge and 

powerful that even the angels must cover their eyes with their wings.  One God – Creator, 

Redeemer, Sustainer – who is beyond all power, whose voice calls the wind of a hurricane.  

One God – Source, Light and Heat – who gave up all power to be born into a human 

family, walk this earth as a Jewish man, submit to a gruesome death.  One God – Speaker, 

Word, Breath – who on the cross spoke words of forgiveness that are eternally valid.  One 

God – Wellspring, Fountain, River of Life – who rose from the dead and who lives so that 

you might live also.  God who invites you into everlasting community.  God who loves you 

with a love so fierce, so strong, so tender, that he wades into the muck and the pain to put 

you on his shoulders and carry you home.  One God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – who 

has made you just a little less than divine, crowned you with honor and glory, adopted you 

into this cosmic family to be an heir to the riches of his blessing and his abundance and his 

peace.  One God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit -- through whose Wisdom you are called to 

life. 


