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Pastor’s Message 

 
   

 In the past few weeks I’ve been waking up and getting out of bed while it is still dark.  This 
practice has allowed me to watch the sky as dawn approaches.  In the moments just before the 
sun breaks the horizon, the blackness of night turns to dark blue.  I think of this as the color of 
Advent.  It is the color of anticipation, the color of the longing we feel for the warmth and light of 
the sun. 
 
 The days get shorter and our northern hemisphere tilts into the winter solstice.  Much of 
the natural world goes dormant.  In our homes and here at church, we light the Advent candles 
to remind ourselves that the light of Christ is dawning, even though we can’t quite see it yet. 
 
 This is the season when we put lights on the windows and eaves of our houses.   We bake 
cookies and prepare recipes that have come down to us from our forebears.  We make lists of 
gifts to give and gifts we would like to receive.  We make plans to travel to visit family or to 
welcome relatives into our homes.  We watch old movies and feel nostalgic.   
 
 All of this preparation and anticipation is holy time.  The tree and the decorations make 
our homes into holy space.  God’s light is dawning and we have only to notice the brightening sky.  
God is present and active in all our plans, in all our activities, in all our anticipation.  
 
 May God bless you and keep you in this Advent.  May God bless you and keep you in all 
your preparations for Christmas. 
 
 
 
 

       
 

 

 



Council Meeting Minutes: November 2016 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

November 3, 2016 

Julie Duncan, Karleen Gramberg, Robyn Baquet, Chelsea Holt, Barb Landen, Karen Rupp, Laurie Schmidt, 
Pastor Ann Sundberg. Absent members: Denise James, Yvonne Moody, and True Thorne. 

Karleen and Karen provided our evening meal. Subway sandwiches were purchased 

DEVOTION/ PRAYER – After the council retreat in October, Robyn Baquet, Barb Landon, and Yvonne Moody 
volunteered to continue work on a Mission Statement for Immanuel. They worked for an additional hour and 
a half on the precise wording. The word choice was intentional from Micah 6:8. “Justice is more than righting 
wrongs; it’s a pattern of doing right living,” Robyn stated. God’s Purpose for our church is to Welcome and 
Embrace One Another in God’s Love and to Serve and Seek Justice for those in Need. Congregational approval 
of the Mission Statement will be sought at the annual meeting Sunday, January 29. Pastor Ann led us in 
prayer. 

REPORTS – Minutes of the December meeting were read. Karen moved and Julie seconded to accept them 
without changes. Chelsea presented the October Treasurer’s Report. Karleen moved and Karen seconded the 
acceptance of said report. After discussion, it was determined that memorials should be recorded in a 
separate account.  It was moved, seconded, and approved to set up a separate account for memorial funds. 

Due to Bylaw changes during the Nebraska Synod Convention, our Constitution and Bylaws will need to be 
revised. Chelsea volunteered to peruse the model constitution provided by the synod to prepare a 
presentation for the annual meeting. 

Karleen Gramberg and Julie Duncan will complete their council terms. Building and Grounds remains open. 
Pastor Ann will research the make-up of the nominations committee. 

Fall Feast will be Sunday, November 13. Set up and decorating will be Friday evening at 5:00. Pastor Ann, 
Robyn, Chelsea, Yvonne and Lisa will meet at 4:30, November 9 to plan the Christmas Program. Christmas 
caroling and a chili supper will be December 21. 

Pauline McNutt has moved to Gillette. Pastor has a mailing address. Karen is reading Stewardship by Bob Sitze 
and hopes to recommend it for a new book group read. Pledge Sunday is also November 13. Pledge cards have 
been mailed and additional cards will be available from the ushers. 

Closer to Home will be November 14. Fall Feast revisited will be the menu. 

The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie A. Schmidt 



Stewardship

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
WE GIVE THANKS!   We offer prayers of thanksgiving for each and every one of you for your commitment to 
the ministry and mission of the congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Chadron. 
 
Thank you to those who completed and submitted commitment cards…this helps your leaders better plan for 
the coming year. 
 
Thank you to all who participate in the many opportunities to share of your time and talents. Thank you for 
volunteering in so many ways. 
 
Some teach or help in other ways with Wednesday School.  Some organize fellowship events and some pitch in 
in many ways to make these events successful. Some organize and/or participate in programs to reach out to 
the community…providing nourishment to the hungry.  Some organize ordering the flowers to beautify the 
church and some donate them to beautify the church. Some participate in the worship service by reading, 
assisting with communion or serving as assisting minister or acolyte.  Some share gift of hospitality by greeting 
or ushering. Some bring the gift of their presence at worship and the gift of their voices joined with others as 
we sing our praises and prayers. 
 
Some provide refreshments for coffee hour following worship.  Some quilt and some donate materials for 
quilting. Some complete cards to celebrate birthdays of members. Some help maintain the facility and 
grounds. Some contribute their talents to do the business of the church. Some give of their artistic 
talents…gifts of art, music or cooking   
 
Some offer words of comfort and encouragement to those who are in need.  Some visit those confined to the 
hospital or nursing homes, or their homes.  Some take communion to those not able to attend worship, 
keeping them in community with the congregation as we are united in and through the sacrament.  Some 
invite visitors to come. We pray.   
 
I’m sure the list is not complete by any means, but my hope is to provide examples of opportunities that 
reflect what we do and who we are.  Please consider where you might add your gifts of time, talents and 
financial support. 
 
Together we show the love of Christ in many ways, living into the mandate to love the Lord our God with all 
our hearts all our minds and all our strength. And we live into the mandate to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
We live into the mandate to be good care takers of all God has entrusted into our care. We don’t do it 
perfectly but we keep on keeping on working to grow and improve as we seek God’s will and direction to 
guide us.   
  
Again, thank you for all you all do. Please join me in giving thanks for Pastor Ann who shares her many gifts 
in leading the Ministry and Mission of Immanuel.  Please consider volunteering to join the Stewardship 
Committee – just speak to Karen Rupp, Jeanine Mohr or Pastor Ann. 
  
Peace and Blessings, Karen Rupp, Stewardship Chair 

 



FROM THE MAILBAG: 

Dear friends in Christ: 
 
Nebraska Synod’s is going to Germany in observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. We have put together 
a trip focused exclusively on Martin Luther, his coworkers, and the Reformation. The structure of the trip allows us to 
visit key historic sites together and have some time to explore Reformation history and each town on our own—and 
there is a lot to explore!  
 
Having lead other groups through this part of Germany, I appreciate the humane approach to travel that our tour 
company is offering us through the anticipated daily schedule for visiting Worms, Eisenach, Eisleben, Erfurt, and 
Wittenberg. In fact, one of the questions I asked our guide was, “Will we ever hear you say something I heard in 
Germany last year: “Welcome to the historic Castle Church of Wittenberg. You have exactly 17 minutes before our bus 
leaves.”  When our guide said “no," my interest in this tour company grew. Montana and other ELCA synods have used 
this tour company. 
 
We will be traveling during the peak of summer travel and be visiting Reformation sites with Lutherans from around the 
world. The restoration work and new, interactive museum displays in Germany do an amazing job of helping you 
understand the impact of the Reformation in it’s time and today. You may see your faith with new or renewed eyes after 
this trip.  
 
The itinerary and trip details can be forwarded to you from the church office. At the end of the document you’ll see 
contact points for me and our tour guide; they are included below as well. Registration and financial arrangements for 
the trip are being handled by our guide’s company, so Brian will be able to answer those questions most effectively; I’ll 
be able to answer questions about other trip matters. 
 
Please note that the registration deadline for this trip is Sunday, January 15, 2017, and that there is a $100 early-bird 
discount if your register by December 15, 2016. 
 
For trip registration and financial questions, please contact, Brian Mathis at phone 402-206-0550 (mountain time) or 
email to brian@globaltravelalliance.com; his company’s website is www.petersonlitts.com 
 
Wishing you days full of thanksgiving and looking forward to walking in Luther’s footsteps with you, 
Pastor Steve Meysing 
Assistant to the Bishop 
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 
PO Box 1462 
North Platte, NE 69103-1462 
308-530-5740 

 

Dear Immanuel Lutheran Family, 

Thank you so much for your generous financial donation to NCAP.  We use these funds to help fill the gap for 
needs that our grants don’t cover to help families and children.  We were recently able to house a homeless 
family with three small children.  Donations really matter in making the lives of others better.  
 
Thanks again, 
The NCAP Family   

mailto:brian@globaltravelalliance.com
http://www.petersonlitts.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: November 2016 

Treasurer’s Report 
November 2016 (Incomplete) 

 

Beginning balance October 31, 2016   $    (6,917.73)    
   
 
Income  Weekly Offering    $       8,945.02 
  Fall Feast     $       1,019.00 
  MIF      $                  .17 
  Interest     $           .?? 
 
Total Income      $       9,964.19 
            
Expenses       $     10,161.30   
 
Ending balance as of November 30, 2016  $    (7,114.84) 

 
Worship Attendance 

  
Date Sunday Service 

November 6 66 

November 13 58 

November 20 49 

November 27 51 

  
Altar Flowers 

A big Thank You to those of you who have furnished altar flowers this past year.  They are very much appreciated, 
and many people comment on how pretty they look.  Remember that you may take them home after the service 
and enjoy them there too.  When they have lost their beauty, return the vase to the church kitchen and it will find 
its way back to the floral shop.  The New Leaf is our default shop, but you can choose to order someplace else or 
bring your own.  We do make the list up for several months at a time and that makes it easier for me and for the 
floral shop.  The new chart will be going up soon so please sign up early if there is a date that has significance for 
you.  I will begin to post the orders with the other altar care notes so that it will be easier if questions come up 
with our altar care people.  If the arrangement does not need to be picked up, I will note that on the list.  E-mail is 
the best way for me to contact you and I appreciate those who get back to me in a timely manner.  Thank you 
again and enjoy the arrangements at church and again in your home.    
–Junice Dagen 

 

 

 

 



Church Happenings: 

 
On November 10, 135 quilts, created here at Immanuel 
Lutheran, were shipped to Lutheran World Relief.  These quilts 
will be sent to those in need all over the world.  What an 
amazing outreach of love!  

 

 
On November 14, Pastor Ann provided a keynote speech at the Oxfam Hunger Banquet held at Chadron State College. 

Participants in the banquet gave food donations to our Shepherd’s Panty. From left, Pastor Ann and Chadron State 
College students Shelby Austin and Amanda Jeter.  

 

 
Christmas and Advent Events: 

December 4---Advent Choir Fest 3:00 p.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints --- We join with 
others in our community to celebrate the season in song! 

 
December 11---Hanging of the Greens following worship.  Many hands are needed to decorate the church! 

  
December 18---Children’s Christmas Pageant 5:00 p.m.  

  
December 21---  

Come and join in for a chili supper and caroling.  We will gather at the church for supper at 5:00 and then take 
off to sing at the homes of some of our shut-ins and older members.  This is an inter-generational 

event!  Anyone and everyone is welcome!  (If we have enough people, we could even divide into two 
groups.)   If there is someone you know who would appreciate a caroling visit, please get in touch with 

 Pastor Ann or Robyn Baquet. 
 
  

December 24--- Christmas Eve service, 5:30 p.m.  
  

December 25 --- Christmas Day service, 9:00 a.m. 
 



 

 

 

 

  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

747 Ann Street 

Chadron, NE 69337 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

President - Robyn Baquet  
Vice-President  -  Denise James 
Secretary  -  Sharon Thurlow 
Treasurer – Chelsea Holt  
Building & Grounds  -   
Education  -  Yvonne Moody 
Evangelism  -  Laurie Schmidt  
Fellowship  -  Karleen Gramberg 
Social Ministry  -  Barb Landen 
Stewardship  -  Karen Rupp 
Worship  -  Julie Duncan 
Youth/Young Adult - True Thorne 
Pastor - Ann Sundberg 
  

  

  

Other Staff –  
Financial Secretary – Lorrie Bauer 
Custodian – Michelle Haynes 
Church Secretary – Amy Jones 
 

Important contact information-  
Nebraska Synod Website: 
www.nebraskasynod.org, phone number 
402-896-5311 
ELCA Church wide Website, www.elca.org, 
Phone number 800-638-3522 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/

