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Pastor’s Message 

 

 

 

 
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 

   -- Hebrews 13:2 

 

 

I have been thinking about hospitality in the past few weeks.  I have been thinking about the many ways that Immanuel 

Lutheran Church feeds people, and the many ways that we are fed by the people we serve. 

 

During the past school year, we hosted dinners for college students.  These meals took place on the second Sunday of each 

month, and the last one was the day before final exams began.  Anywhere between 2 and 12 students came to eat, and those 

of us who hosted the meals enjoyed finding out about their lives here at the college. 

 

We continued to serve lunch once a month at Closer to Home.  Anyone can come for a free hot meal, and there is a regular 

group that gathers each day for lunch and conversation around the table.  Two weeks ago, we served 61 meals and arranged 

for CSC’s food service to donate food for the following day. 

 

Almost every day, someone calls to request assistance from the Shepherd’s Pantry, and we respond either by inviting them to 

come pick up groceries or by delivering food to that person’s home.  We don’t ask any other questions. 

 

In the past weeks, we have had seen more visitors at worship.  A group of official and unofficial greeters welcomes these 

people at the door, and then we give them cookies when they leave! 

 

The writer of Hebrews encouraged the Christian community to serve God by showing hospitality to strangers.  He makes 

reference to a scene in Genesis 18, in which three unknown men showed up at Abraham and Sarah’s tent beside the oaks of 

Mamre.  Abraham and Sarah hurried to feed these angelic strangers with a freshly killed calf, freshly baked cakes and milk 

curds, and were rewarded for their hospitality by God’s announcement that Sarah would soon conceive and bear a son.  

Another story, found in Judges 6, tells of Gideon, who was told by an angelic visitor that he would lead the people of Israel 

to victory against the Midianites.  Gideon responded by preparing a basket of meat and broth and unleavened cakes, and then 

watched as a divine fire consumed his offering. 

 

Throughout the Bible, God’s grace and abundance is repeatedly illustrated with images of a great feast, with tables laden 

with rich food and wine, to which all people are invited.  Jesus ate meals with people of every walk of life.  His feeding of 

5,000 people with a five loaves and two fish is the only miracle story shared by all four gospel writers.  Each Sunday in 

worship we share in the Lord’s Supper, knowing that Christ is really and truly present in the bread and the wine that we 

share.   

 

In Matthew 25:40 Jesus reminds us that whenever we feed someone who is hungry, in whatever way that happens, we are 

serving Jesus Christ himself.  Whenever we gather around a table, in whatever way that happens, Jesus Christ himself is at 

the table with us.  Whenever we gather around a table, in whatever way that happens, we receive God’s blessing. 

 

 

 

 



Council Meeting Minutes    June 1, 2016.  
 

  

PRESENT:  Robin Baquet, Julie Duncan, Chelsea Holt, Denise James, Yvonne Moody, Karen Rupp, Laurie Schmidt, and 

Pastor Ann Sundberg.  Absent: Karleen Gramberg, Barb Landen, Tru Thorn, and Sharon Thurlow. 

  

PRAYER/DEVOTION  

Council members were directed to read Chapter 4 of Living Lutheran Renewing your Congregation – “The Church - 

God Prefers Not to Work Alone” to prepare for discussion.  We learned that Vision = Purpose + Guiding Principles + 

Time.  After a deep prolonged discussion, vision ideas for Immanuel were written on sticky notes and posted on the 

easel in the fellowship room to be shared with the congregation.     
  

REPORTS 

  
Secretary Report – Sharon wasn’t present, so the May minutes will be reviewed for approval at the July meeting. 

Treasurer Report – Chelsea presented the financial report.  It was determined that Quick Books on the office computer 

would provide consistent reports and would behoove transitions between treasurers.  Julie moved and Karen seconded the 

purchase.  Karen moved purchase from Office Supply funds and Laurie seconded.  Both motions were approved 

unanimously.   

Pastor’s Report – May had five Sundays including three special rites - Zander Rust’s first communion, confirmation of 

Katelyn Briggs, Murphy Churchill, and Tru Thorn, and Burke Norgard’s baptism.  Pastor Ann also conducted worship at 

Prairie Pines and participated in High School Baccalaureate.  Wednesday School and confirmation concluded May 18.  (The 

council celebrated the vibrancy, witness, ecumenism and enthusiasm our youngsters bring to the congregation.)  Pastor had 

18 pastoral care conversations. Campus Ministry had a review with Jon Fredricks from NE Lutheran Campus Ministry with 

Courtney Pendleton and Pastor Ann.  There was also a breakfast meeting with Jon, Pastor Ann and CSC professors Roger 

Mays and Yvonne Moody.  Pastor Ann also visited with the quilters and attended the graduation reception for Jared Briggs 

and Murphy Churchill.  Church administration meetings were Council, Mutual Ministry, and the Worship Team.  Pastor 

attended the Pine Ridge Retreat Center advisory board, played her cello at Crest View and for the “Tea and Tunes” 

fundraiser at the Chadron Arts Center, and attended the women clergy luncheon.  Pastor was in attendance at the Panhandle 

Cluster meeting and sought personal spiritual direction.   

Committee Reports –  
  

Building and Grounds                                                   

             No one has stepped up to fill this council position.  Dave has worked with Brice Landen on the sprinkling 

system.  Flower watering and mowing schedules are posted on the kitchen door. 

               

Education                                                                               -           

VBS will be June 12-16 from 5:30 - 8:00.  Laurie will apply for a Thrivent Grant. 

  

Evangelism                                          

                        Laurie will contact Barb McDaniels about Immanuel’s photo booth. 

  

Social ministry                                                                                    

Laurie has donated waffle flour and suggested we could use it to serve Closer to Home June 20. 

             

Stewardship                                                                           -           

Karen has sign-up sheets for the new book study Enough (available in paper back or tablet versions.)  Karen 

has arranged a coffee presentation June 26
th
 on living wills and end of life directives. 

             

  

Worship                                                                                 -           

Julie wrote an article for the Gracevine regarding welcoming children to worship.  Summer worship liturgy 

will begin June 12
th
 from With One Voice. 

                         

CHECK OUT & PRAYER 

  

                                                                                                            Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                                            Laurie Schmidt    



 

Social Ministry 

 

We served  61 meals for closer to Home this month.  Thank you Laurie for making the waffles and all who helped 

with donating food and with serving the meal.  During the summer our Shepherds Pantry and Closer to Home 

needs are increased. Food donations are needed to replenish our Pantry.  Our needs are peanut butter, cereal, fruit, 

spaghetti noodles and pasta.   Thank You   for helping feed those in need. 

 

 

Synod Assembly, June 2016 

 

Thank you for allowing John and I to attend Synod Assembly in Kearney on June 3rd and 4th.  As usual it was an 

uplifting experience.  Our Bishop Maas is such a good organizer and when he speaks all ears are tuned in.  He has 

a way of making all feel a part of what he is doing and speaking about.  During worship he spoke of Jesus raising a 

widow's only son from death.  He related it to the Church and how are we going to raise it and keep it alive. 

 

"God does not need our dollars, but His work does".  This is really powerful when you think about it.  We have 

three young missionaries serving from our Synod.  Of the 65 Synods,  ours is the 6th most generous, giving 

$614,000.00 for World Hunger.  We rank 4th in giving to Domestic Hunger.  We are also active in other endeavors 

such as the Malaria Campaign.  There are 70 million Lutherans worldwide so we can and do make a difference.  

The word "synod" actually translates to "The together way".  All of this fits nicely with the theme for this year's 

assembly:  "Called in Hope, Diverse in Mission, United in Christ". 

 

The business part of Assembly passed the proposed budget which has been cut by $125,000.00.  It was noted with 

some humor that there is a $16.00 surplus and efforts would be made to invest it wisely.    Resolution 216:2 

generated some discussion but was also passed.  It is the Resolution that supports replacing the death penalty with 

life in prison with no parole. 

 

John and I went through a refugee simulation that was so impressive and generated a lot of thoughtful conversation 

among participants.  It was sponsored by Lutheran Family Services and we brought information home if there is 

interest in having something presented in Chadron. 

 

It was a wonderful experience and all should try to go at least once.  Thank you again. 

 

John and Junice 

 

Journey of Hope 

 

There will be a referendum on the ballot in November to repeal the law that the Unicameral passed last year 

ending the death penalty in Nebraska.  At the Nebraska Synod Assembly in June, a resolution was passed 

encouraging congregations to find ways to study the issue and become more informed as we go to the polls.   

  

Journey of Hope is a speaking tour which brings people who have been personally impacted by the death penalty 

to tell their stories.  These are family members of murder victims, family members of death row inmates, and 

former inmates whose death penalty convictions were overturned.  Journey of Hope seeks to find alternatives to 

the death penalty.  Here is a link to their website: 

https://www.journeyofhope.org 

  

Journey of Hope will be in Chadron for a presentation and discussion on Tuesday, July 19 at 7:00 pm at First 

Congregational Church.  This will be an opportunity for our congregation and community to learn more.  No 

matter which side of this issue you support, you are encouraged to attend. 
 

https://www.journeyofhope.org/


 

Stewardship 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Our stewardship theme for this year continued to be based in Matthew 22:37. 

 

 
 

Sounds easy…but not so…we need to keep on keeping on doing all we can to listen, hear and take into our very 

hearts this exhortation and to actively live out that love for all God’s creation. 

 

Adam Hamilton’s book Enough can help us learn how we can take steps in our personal lives and church 

community to live out of our heart this way of being.  I continue to invite you to join in reading Enough and 

participating in discussing its precepts…personal money management, budgeting, tithing, making sound choices to 

promote, protect and preserve all creation. It’s not too late if you obtain you own copy.    (Via Amazon $28.97 for 

paperback, $9.48 Kindle version). We’ll be scheduling opportunities for group discussion during July. 

 

Tricia Thayer from Social Services at Chadron General will be visiting with us after church on Sunday, August 

14
th

.  Please plan to attend and learn about how to have your health care wishes carried out if you should become 

unable to speak for yourself. 

 

Please consider volunteering to join the Stewardship Committee – just speak to Karen Rupp, Jeanine Mohr or 

Pastor Ann. 

Once again, thank you all for all you do!  

Peace and Blessings, 

Karen Rupp, Stewardship Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Vacation Bible School 

 

This year’s Vacation Bible School theme was “Christmas in June.”   A total of 14 children participated, most of 

whom were new to Immanuel Lutheran Church.  We learned the stories of the prophet Jeremiah, John the Baptist 

and his dad Zechariah, and Jesus’ mother Mary and her relative Elizabeth.  During crafts time the kids made 

Advent wreaths and ornaments for their Christmas trees.  Favorite song was “Go Tell It on the Mountain.”  Thanks 

to everyone who helped make VBS a success! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

Worship Attendance 

  

Date Sunday Service Offerings 

June 5 36 $1,411.02 

June 12 46 $2,328.50 

June 19 43 $3,010.00 

June 26 60 $1,184.25 

 

  

  
  



   

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
747 Ann Street 
Chadron, NE 6933 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
President  -  Robyn Baquet  
Vice-President  -  Denise James 
Secretary  -  Sharon Thurlow 
Treasurer – Chelsea Holt  
Building & Grounds  -  Ericka Lans 
Education  -  Yvonne Moody 
Evangelism  -  Laurie Schmidt  
Fellowship  -  Karleen Gramberg 
Social Ministry  -  Barb Landen 
Stewardship  -  Karen Rupp 
Worship  -  Julie Duncan 
Youth/Young Adult - True Thorne 
Pastor - Ann Sundberg 
  

  

  

Other Staff - 

Financial Secretary  -  Lorrie Bauer 

Other Staff –  
Financial Secretary – Lorrie Bauer 
Custodian – Michelle Haynes 
Church Secretary – Erin Daniel 
 

Important contact information-  
Nebraska Synod Website: 
www.nebraskasynod.org, phone number 
402-896-5311 
ELCA Church wide Website, www.elca.org, 
Phone number 800-638-3522 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/

