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Pastor’s Message 

“…pray without ceasing…” 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 

 Do you find it easy or hard to pray?  Some people find it difficult to pray because somehow they don’t 

believe they know the “right” words to say.  Others don’t believe they are “worthy” somehow to place their 

longings before God.  I always smile when someone asks me if I have a straight-line connection to God because I 

am a pastor.  The answer is “no I don’t.”  There is no special formula for praying.  No one is “better” at praying 

than another.  Prayer connects each one of us to God.   

 

February:  The Jesus Prayer 

 

 The words of this prayer come from Mark 10:47.  Jesus, his disciples, and a large crowd are walking on the 

Jericho road when they come upon a blind beggar named Bartimaeus.  He has heard about Jesus, and so when he 

hears that Jesus is actually walking by, he calls out to him, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  Even 

though the people around him are trying to keep him quiet, Bartimaeus cries out from his darkness, in the hope that 

Jesus will hear him and respond.   And Jesus does respond, restoring his eyesight and telling him that his faith has 

made him well.  

 For Bartimaeus, and for so many who have come after him, there is power in Jesus’ name.  His words, 

slightly altered, have become one of the oldest and most well-known prayers in the history of Christianity.  

Bartimaeus recognized the power of God to change his life, to transform him.  

 Decide how long you want to spend in this prayer 

 The Jesus Prayer can be done anywhere.  You can choose to sit in a comfortable position, or you can walk 

around.  You can pray in your office, while driving, or in bed before you go to sleep. 

 Breathe naturally and repeat the words of the prayer over and over for the length of time you have chosen: 

“Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me.” 

 When thoughts and distractions pop up, simply return to the words of the prayer. 

 Allow the words to flow into your entire being.  When your prayer time is up, end with a short prayer of 

gratitude. 

Try this prayer for a month.  After a while, you might find yourself praying this prayer spontaneously, as if it were 

a song playing over and over in your head.  You might find the name of Jesus continually on your lips and in your 

heart.  You might even, with time, find yourself praying without ceasing. 

 
  

 

  
 
 
 



Annual Meeting Minutes: January 29, 2017 

The annual meeting of Immanuel Lutheran Church was called to order by President Robyn Baquet on January 29, 
2017, following worship services.  There were forty-two people present.   
 
Pastor led the congregation in prayer.  Then she put up a white board with this question written on it: 
 If God has God’s way with our congregation for five years, what do you see in our future? 
She asked us to put our thoughts on post it notes and put them on the board. 
 
Coffee and snacks were served. 
  
The minutes of 2016 were presented.  Motion to accept by Hannah Norgard, seconded by Karen Rupp.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Lorrie Bauer reported that the audit committee will meet next week and turn in their report at that time. 
 
The treasurer’s report was presented by Treasurer, Chelsea Holt.  Junice Dagen made motion to accept, Dixie Eaton 
seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Sharon Thurlow made motion to accept the Financial Secretary’s report. Seconded by Linda Morgan. Motion carried. 
 
President Baquet announced that we will be losing three members. 
 
Kit Watson led the congregation in congratulating  Pastor Ann on completing her training to become a spiritual 
director through the Nebraska Synod’s Seeking the Spirit Within program. 
 
The following reports were presented: 
 Fellowship:  Karleen Gramberg 
             Education:  Yvonne Moody 
             Evangelism:  Laurie Schmidt; Rhonda Schommer will continue to be the phone contact on the prayer chain 
             Stewardship:  Karen Rupp 
             Social:  Barb Landen 
             Worship:  Julie Duncan 
             Altar Guild:  Angel Franey  
 
 President Robyn Baquet explained the new Mission Statement: 
 
 God’s purpose for Immanuel Lutheran Church is to  
 WELCOME and EMBRACE one another in God’s love, 
 and to SERVE and SEEK JUSTICE for those in need. 
 
Dixie Eaton made motion to accept. Shannon Shuck seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
President Baquet presented the Constitution amendments.  She explained that the only changes made were to be in 
compliance with the ELCA; Jeanine Mohr made motion to accept.  Karen Rupp seconded.  Motion carried. 

 



Annual Meeting Minutes: January 29, 2017 (continued) 

Discussion of the budget followed.  Salary increases made up most of the increases.  Electronic giving will soon be 
available.  After discussion, Dixie Eaton made motion to accept the budget.  Rhonda Schommer seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 
The nominating committee consisting of Kit Watson, Linda Wineteer, Shannon Shuck and Hannah Norgard  presented 
the ballot.  After discussion, Robyn Baquet asked if anyone objected to a unanimous ballot since there was only one 
person running for each office. There being no objections, a unanimous ballot was then cast.  The following are the 
results: 
  
 Treasurer:  Kim Bradley 
 
 Worship:  Hannah Norgard 
 
 Fellowship:  Kit Watson 
 
 Youth Representative: Leila Tewahade 
 
 Building and Grounds:  Uati Paopao 
                    Don Churchill  
        Bryce Landen 
     
 Nominating Committee:  Julie Duncan 
           Karleen Gramberg 
           Lisa Briggs 
           Shannon Shuck 
 
 Delegates to 2017 Synod Assembly:  To be determined at a later date 
 
 Audit Committee:  Tracy Shuck 
                       Sharon Thurlow 
  
The meeting was closed with a hymn and prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Beverly Stitt 
Secretary Pro Tem 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

Sweetheart Spaghetti Dinner: 

Immanuel’s Confirmation and High School students will host 
their annual Sweetheart Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser on 
Sunday, February 12 from 5:00-6:30 p.m.  Come enjoy wonderful 
food and an evening of fellowship!  Proceeds are used to help youth attend camps, 
missionary trips, and the national youth conference.  Tickets:  Adults- $8, Seniors- 
$6, Kids- $5. 
 

Lenten Prayer Partners: 

Lent begins March 1, and once again we invite anyone who is interested to participate in a Lenten Prayer 
Partner ministry. This includes children and adults, members and friends, those who are able to attend 
worship and those who are not. 
 
Here is how it works: If you wish to participate, you will be given the name of one other person, your 
"Prayer Partner." You keep this name secret throughout Lent and commit to the following: 
 
1. Pray for this person every day during Lent. 
 
2. Send this person a note of encouragement at least once during Lent, more often if you choose, reminding 
them you are praying for them. Since your identity is to remain secret, the notes may simply be signed 
"Your prayer partner." 
 
3. Reveal your identity to your prayer partner on Easter. This may be done in person, if you plan to worship 
with us on Easter, or it may be done in the form of a note that is signed by you, but may not be opened 
until Easter. 
 
At the same time, someone else who has received your name will be praying for you.  If you wish to 
participate, please fill out the form below or contact the church office (308-432-5408.) Please respond by 
February 26.  Please include your address when signing up so that we are sure where to send notes. Prayer 
partner assignments will be made the week of Ash Wednesday. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Detach and return to the church 

2017 Lenten Prayer Partners 
 

Name:______________________________________ 
 

Address: ____________________________________ 
 

Concerns and issues for which I am requesting prayer: 
__________________________________________ 

   _____________________________________________ 



Notice:       

As part of our budget discussion at last week’s 
annual meeting, the congregation decided to 
discontinue our congregational subscription to 
Living Lutheran magazine.  The March 2017 issue will be the 
final issue that you receive through Immanuel’s 
subscription.  Please consider subscribing as an individual – the 

cost is $19.95 per year, with discounts for 2- and 3-year subscriptions.  Call the Augsburg 
Fortress Customer Service line at 800-328-4648 to set up your subscription.    
 

Reports: 

Treasurer’s Report 
January 2017 

 

Beginning balance January 1, 2017   $                 0 
 
         
 
Income  Weekly Offering    $        9,352.64 
  MIF      $             92.90 
 
Total Income      $       9,445.54 
            
Expenses       $     10,892.39   
 
Ending balance as of January 31, 2017  $    (1,446.85) 
 
 
      

     



Reports: (continued) 

 

Audit Committee Report 
January 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Immanuel Lutheran 
747 Ann Street 
Chadron, NE 69337 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

President - Robyn Baquet  
Vice-President  -  Denise James 
Secretary  -  Sharon Thurlow 
Treasurer – Kim Bradley  
Building & Grounds  -  Uati Paopao 
Education  -  Yvonne Moody 
Evangelism  -  Laurie Schmidt  
Fellowship  -  Kit Watson 
Social Ministry  -  Barb Landen 
Stewardship  -  Karen Rupp 
Worship  -  Hannah Norgard 
Youth/Young Adult – Leila Tewahade 
Pastor - Ann Sundberg 
  

  

  

Other Staff - 

Financial Secretary  -  Lorrie Bauer 

Other Staff –  
Financial Secretary – Lorrie Bauer 
Custodian – Michelle Haynes 
Church Secretary – Amy Jones 
 

Important contact information-  
Nebraska Synod Website: 
www.nebraskasynod.org, phone number 
402-896-5311 
ELCA Church wide Website, www.elca.org, 
Phone number 800-638-3522 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/

