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Pastor’s Message  

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

As I write this, our community is reeling from the news of two tragic  

accidental deaths – Sandy Powell, our former city manager, who was killed 

in a draft horse accident, and Spencer Dierks, a son of this very  

congregation, who died in a choking accident at his home.  Spencer grew 

up here at Immanuel.  He was confirmed in 2010.  So many of you have 

told me what a friendly and affable young man he was, and how fond of 

him you were. 

 

As I write this, we are about to enter Holy Week, the most sacred time in the Christian calendar.  In 

the coming days we will accompany Jesus and his disciples on his triumphant ride into Jerusalem.  

We will accompany Jesus as he eats the Last Supper with his friends, as he washes their feet and 

gives them a new commandment to love one another.  We will accompany Jesus as he is arrested, 

tried in a sham trial, condemned and crucified.  We will stand at the foot of the cross.   

 

And then on Easter Sunday we will find an empty tomb where we thought we would find Jesus’ dead 

body.  We will hear the angel speak these amazing words:  “He is not here. He has been raised.” 

  

The Easter story is about death and resurrection.  Jesus’ death and Jesus’ resurrection.  Our death and 

our resurrection.  Jesus gave his own life in order to break the grip that death has on us.  Jesus died in 

order to break the chains of death that keep us bound.  Death could not hold Jesus.  Death cannot 

hold Spencer.  Death cannot hold you or me.  We are held in God’s hands. 

 

That is the promise that we cling to.  That is the promise that was given to Spencer in his baptism.  

Wherever and whenever there is death, there will also be resurrection.  New life.  Transformed life.  

Eternal life. 

 

Spencer’s human life ended way too soon.  He lives now in God’s embrace.  Death and resurrection.  

That is the Easter story and we are Easter people. 

 

We live in trust and confidence of the life that will never end, the life that has been made real for 

Spencer, the life that we one day will also share with God. 

 

He is not here.  He has been raised.  Alleluia. 

   



 

 

March Council Minutes 

 

Church Council meeting was called to order by President Kit Watson. Those in attendance included Pastor Ann, Kit 

Watson, Laurie Schmidt, Denise James, Laurie Harris, Sharon Thurlow and Julie Duncan.  

Absent were Jeannie Mohr, Yvonne Moody, Karleen Gramberg, Robyn Baquet, Melvin High Hawk, and Alyssa  

Noble. 

 

Devotions: Discussion about the 10 commandments found in Exodus 20: 1-7 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21. Prayers were 

offered for safe journey for travelers, health of church members and the Dickinson family. 

 

Secretary's Report: Approved with corrections with motion by Laurie Schmidt and seconded by Denise James. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  Approved as submited. Motion by Sharon Thurlow and seconded by Kit Watson. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Time was spent in the following areas- Worship Planning and Leadership, Preaching, Christian  

Education, Pastoral Care, Campus Ministry, Fellowship, Social Ministry, Administration, Community Activities,  

Synod Activities and Spiritual Direction. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Building and Grounds-Melvin High Hawk- learning maintenance needs. A church walk through was done with  

committee members.  Buff Tewahade as offered to mow the church lawn for the summer.  

 

Executive Committee- Kit Watson-Working on focus for the congregation. 

 

Education- Yvonne Moody- no report 

 

Evangelism-Laurie Schmidt-2 confirmation kids have volunteered to do Communion visits with Laurie.  Campus 

Ministry-Courtney Pendelton has done a Bible study with one person on campus.  Also this committee is working on 

getting a church sign put up on east highway 20. 

 

Fellowship: Karleen Gramberg- Thanks for the help with the reception for the family of Zane Dickenson. 

 

Social Ministry- Robyn Baquet- Resignation/retirement  from the Shepherd's Pantry by Junice Dagen, Bev Stitt and 

Linda Morgan effective May 31, 2015.  The congregation is going to participate in filling out a survey concerning the 

Shepard's Pantry, a round table discussion  and with prayer.  Other pantries in the area have been asked to a meeting 

to discuss what they do and how they operate. 

 

Stewardship- Jeannie Mohr- think about a pictorial church directory. Maybe family snap shots vs portraits. 

 

Worship-Julie Duncan- no report 

 

New Business- ELCA Capital Campaign- let us make it personal. 

 

Check out and Prayer-  

 

Prayer Partners have been passed out.  The devotional for Lent is available for those wanting one.  Are you going to 

abstain from something during Lent?  Have you thought about Centering Prayer? 

 

Respectively Submitted by Sharon Thurlow 

Church Council Secretary 
 



 

 

 

Shepherd’s Food Pantry Update 

 

We have started the quest for the future of our Shepherd’s Pantry!  

 

On Sunday, March 8th, Pastor Ann handed out the “Shepherd’s Pantry Questionnaire” and asked those in  

 attendance to respond to the 3 questions. Overwhelmingly, the responses on the surveys repeated 2 common 

themes:  

  

 1) As a congregation, we want to feed the hungry.  

 2) Participating in a community wide endeavor really needs to be explored.  

 

On Thursday, March 12th, Pastor Ann, Kit Watson and Robyn Baquet met with representatives from the Bread 

Basket, the Food Pantry operated by the Chadron Community Church, NCAP (Nebraska Community Action 

Partnership) and Closer to Home. Together, we had a great discussion sharing what each of us do to feed the 

hungry. It quickly became apparent that: 

  

 1) There are many programs in the community that feed and support the hungry.  

 2) There is no central knowledge or coordination of the food programs in our community.  

      3) There is a strong likelihood that several of the food programs are serving the same people.  

 

On Sunday, March 22nd, Pastor Ann and Robyn Baquet, participated in round table discussions about the  

      Shepherd’s Panty during coffee hour. Much of the discussion was about what the Shepherd’s Pantry does and 

how it operates.  

 

On Thursday, April 9th, we will be meeting with the community again – inviting a representative from every food 

program sponsored by churches and not-for-profits, to share their part in feeding the hungry.  

 

Feeding the hungry is an important ministry of ours. Whatever we decide to do, we want to hold true to the values that 

the Shepherd’s Pantry has upheld: 

 

Delivery of food 

No questions asked 

 

Please continue to pray as we discern a short term and a long term plan that will continue to feed the hungry in our 

community.  



 

 

Invitation to Join the  

Birthday Coffee Group 

The Immanuel Lutheran Church Birthday Coffee Group meets the second Monday 

of each month at 9:00am for fellowship and signing of birthday cards for  

Immanuel’s members and friends.  They would like to invite all congregation  

members and their family and friends to join them for this special ministry of the 

church.  The group usually meets for just one hour and has a wonderful time  

together.  Please consider joining this group.  For more information call the church 

office at (308) 432-5408.  The next meeting will be April 13th at 9:00am.  See you 

there!  

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Vacation Bible School will take place June 7 - 11th this summer.  We will need volunteers of talents and time in all 

facets of sharing the Word with our community of eager young learners! 

 

All contributions - as teachers, activity leaders, meal managers, etc. will be most welcome!  A meeting will be  

scheduled with those who have conducted portions of the summer education experience to continue the fine work that 

has become tradition at Immanuel Lutheran Church.   

 

Please contact Yvonne Moody at (308) 430-5008 if you are interested in helping with Vacation Bible School in  

anyway.  Thank you in advance for your assistance.   

 

 

 

Easter Breakfast Fundraiser 

 

The high school youth will be serving an Easter Breakfast following church on Sunday, April 5th.  This will be a 

fundraiser to help offset costs of their trip to Detroit this summer for the National Youth Gathering.  Please plan to 

attend and help support Immanuel’s youth.   

 

 

 

Thank You! 

 
Thank you to all who supported the high school youth through monetary donations during our "Dollars for Detroit" 

offering on Sunday, March 22nd.  The high school youth will be doing 2 more "Dollars for Detroit" offerings to raise 

money for their trip to the National Youth Gathering in July.  These offering will be held on April 19th and May 

10th.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates Program Cost 

Week 1 

June 3-5 

Family Camp 
Session #SH15-1 

  $150   

Week 2 

June 7-12 

1st-6th Grade 
Session #SH15-2 

$50 

Week 3 

June 14-19 

Lakota: June 14-17 

6th-8th Confirmation Camp 
& Lakota Lutheran Week 

Session #SH15-3 
$50 

Week 4 

June 21-26 

1st-6th Grade 

Session #SH15-4 
$50 

Week 5 

Sunday, June 28- Tuesday, 

June 30 

Youth & Adults with Special Needs 

Session #SH15-5 
$50 

Week 6 

July 5-10 

Night Camp - 7th-12th Grade 

Session #SH15-6 
$50 

Week 7 

July 12-17 

1st-6th Grade 

Session #SH15-7 
$50 

Week 8, 4 day 

July 19-23 

1st-6th Grade 

Session #SH15-8 
$50 

2015 Sullivan Hills Camp 

Schedule 

 

Camp is an amazing, life-changing experience.  This 

year, the cost is only $50 per camper for all sessions 

(and family camp is $150 for the whole family.)  It 

would be terrific to send as many of our children and 

youth as possible to Sullivan Hills this summer.   

To register for a week at Sullivan Hills, go to http://sullivanhills.org/registration.  From there you can click 

on the Register button.  You will be transferred to a secure site called UltraCamp. This is our new registration 

system. You'll set up an account then register your child. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Bower at 402-944-2544 or email mbower@nlom.org. 

http://sullivanhills.org/
mailto:mbower@nlom.org


 

 

Date Sunday Service 

March 1 53 

March 8 38 

March 15 36 

March 22 53 

March 29  

Treasurer’s Report 

March 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Attendance 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning balance February 28, 2015   $     (6,059.03) 

 

Income  Weekly Offering    $        7,240.10 

 Fair Trade/Coffee/tea sales   $             84.75  

 Lenten Offering    $           562.50 

 Lenten Meal    $             28.00 

 Interest checking    $                 .08 

 

Total Income     $        7,915.43 

  

Expenses      $        5,945.40 

        

Ending balance as of March 26, 2015   $      (4,089.00) 



 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

747 Ann Street 

Chadron, NE 69337 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

President  -  Kit Watson  

Vice-President  -  Denise James 

Secretary  -  Sharon Thurlow 

Treasurer - Laurie Harris  

Building & Grounds  -  Melvin High Hawk 

Education  -  Yvonne Moody 

Evangelism  -  Laurie Schmidt  

Fellowship  -  Karleen Gramberg 

Social Ministry  -  Robyn Baquet 

Stewardship  -  Jeanine Mohr 

Worship  -  Julie Duncan 

Youth/Young Adult - Alyssa Noble 

Youth/Young Adult - to be appointed 

Pastor - Ann Sundberg 

 

 

 

Other Staff - 

Financial Secretary  -  Lorrie Bauer 

Custodian - Michelle Haynes 

Church Secretary  -  Whitney Tewahade 
 

Important contact information: 

Nebraska Synod Website:  

www.nebraskasynod.org, phone number  

402-896-5311 

ELCA Church wide Website:  www.elca.org, 

phone number 800-638-3522  

 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/

