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Pastor’s Message 

 

A Ministry of Prayer and Spiritual Formation 

  

 For the next two years, I am going to be part of a cohort of pastors and lay people  

being trained in the ministry of spiritual direction.  I will be participating in Seeking the Spirit 

Within, the Nebraska Synod’s institute for this training.  http://www.seekingthespiritwithin.org 

  

 What is spiritual direction?  There are many, many answers to this question, but here 

is the one I like:  "Spiritual direction, an ancient ministry of the church, is a relationship in 

which one person assists another, or others, in attending to God’s presence and call.” 

  

 As part of this training, I will be attending more deeply to my own prayer life, and I 

invite you to join me.  We humans are spiritual as well as physical beings.  We each have a 

spark of the Divine life deep in each of us.  Prayer is really a conversation, a give and take, a 

way of listening for that Divine voice.  Prayer is a practice that helps us walk on the path God 

lays out before us.  Prayer “syncs us up” with God’s will.  We can learn 

about prayer from Jesus, who prayed all the time and taught his disciples 

a simple prayer that sums up everything we are to ask God for. 

  

 Recently I spent two days at the Terra Sancta Retreat Center in 

Rapid City, where I picked up a book entitled Come Home: A Prayer 

Journey to the Center Within by Marie Schwan, CSJ.  Sister Marie offers 

five simple steps for daily prayer, based on the tradition of Saint  

Ignatius: 

  

Thank you” – reflect on the gift(s) you have received this day 

 

Help me – reflect on what it is you most need and desire from God this day 

  

I love you – reflect on how God has been inviting and calling you through the day 

  

Forgive me – reflect on how you might have fallen short, and ask for forgiveness 

  

Be with me – reflect on what it is that you need for the hours and the day to come. 

 

Setting aside a time and place for daily prayer is also important.  Just as you nourish your body 

daily with food, daily prayer is nourishment for the soul.   

  

 Will you pray with me? 

  

http://www.seekingthespiritwithin.org


 

 

The Immanuel Lutheran Church Council met Thursday, July 3, 2014 in the Fellowship Hall of the Church at 6:00 p.m.  Members present 

were Robyn Baquet, Dave Coe, Jane Darnell, Karleen Gramberg, Laurie Schmidt, and Pastor Ann Sundberg.  Those not present were Jarrod 

Briggs, Lisa Briggs, Julie Duncan, Laurie Harris, Jeanine Mohr, Sharon Thurlow, Leo Vander May, and Walt Mays.  President Jane declared 

a quorum wasn’t present, but the meeting would proceed and minutes would be written by Laurie Schmidt for Sharon Thurlow.     

 
Opening devotions by Pastor Ann were individual reflections on a parable of Jesus Luke 14:15 -24 about invitations to a large feast that were 

rejected by recipients.  The host then invited the poor, crippled, blind, and lame.  Prayers were offered for Terri Furlong, Laurie Schmidt’s 

sister-in-law, recently diagnosed with breast cancer, the Milburn family upon the death of Wad, and prayers of Thanksgiving upon Jennifer 

Schmidt Leffler’s 15 month cancer free report.    

 

Robyn Baquet moved and Karleen Gramberg seconded the approval of the June minutes.  Karleen moved and Robyn seconded acceptance of 

the June Treasurer’s report previously distributed by Laurie Harris via email.  Offerings were down, but the year to date figures reflected all 

bills being paid and fiscal operations were below budget. 

 

Pastor noted that July 27 will be the dedication of the garden arch with members of Carol Emmett’s family in attendance.  Worship will be in 

the garden that morning.  Also look for a date to be announced for a field trip to Pine Ridge to take Immanuel’s first altar to its new home. 

 
August 14 is Move-In Day at CSC and although Pastor will be on vacation she encouraged the congregation to continue this hospitality 

event. Courtney Pendleton, a CSC student who has worshiped at Immanuel, volunteered at Wednesday school and Youth group, has been 

offered a scholarship from Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministry to coordinate campus ministry either on campus or at Immanuel.  Courtney 

has accepted the position and is looking forward to getting started with Pastor Ann’s guidance.  Karleen asked if there was a way to email all 

ELCA congregations of Nebraska and ask if they have parishioners headed to CSC in the fall. 

 

Pastor Ann will be on vacation beginning August 13.  She plans to return no later than August 29 if she decides to apply for the synod’s 

Seeking the Spirit Within - a personal spiritual discernment course.  God’s Work, Our Hand’s weekend is September 6-7.  It is designed for 

congregations to spend time volunteering service.  There will be efforts to serve our community (the pump house across the street has been 

primed by the city) and Kit is designing a new four-sided mural.  Others will be working at individual member’s homes that need some  

assistance with painting, repairs and/or yard work.    
 

Buildings and Grounds – Dave is pleased with the response to the lawn mowing schedule.  He was thanked for the completion of the south 

fellowship hall.  Multiple people have recognized better hearing during group events; it will be dedicated upon the acquisition of cloud lights 

in the area at the base of the stairs and serving window.   

 

Education – Pastor reported for Lisa on the success of Vacation Bible School.  She showed a delightful video that Walt Mays had made 

showing the children during multiple activities.  The children’s mission focus was on the importance of clean water.  Purification tablets and 

a water jug were purchased with their offerings through the ELCA Good Gifts program.   

 

Evangelism – Laurie Schmidt has made application to the Department of Roads for a church sign on an empty post on Littrel Construction 

land to the west of town.  Laurie also volunteered to write a thank you note to David Blinde for Marj’s memorial monies used in the ceiling 

tiles of the new fellowship hall update.  Laurie thanked the council for the opportunity to represent Immanuel at synod assembly.  One of the 
assembly workshops that she attended was on the care and nurture of our pastor and family.  The handout will be given to the Mutual  

Ministry committee who are encouraged to meet at least quarterly with pastor.   

 

Fellowship – no report. 

 

Social Ministry – Even though Robyn is the Social Ministry chair, Junice will continue to write a monthly Shepherd’s Pantry report.  Robyn 

will work in tandem with the church office for God’s Work; Our Hands project and volunteer planning.  Love, Inc. is a ministry that Robyn 

is familiar with from her years in Rapid City.   

 

Stewardship – Pastor has scheduled Craig Stirtz of Lutheran Planned Giving Services to make a presentation following worship on October 

26.  Our hope is to serve your loved ones and your professional advisors with helpful information. Since 1971 Lutheran Planned Giving  
Services has helped over 1,000 families develop plans that benefit both loved ones and ministry. 

 

Worship – no report.    

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.    

 

Respectively Submitted by  

Laurie A. Schmidt  

Secretary pro-temp 

 
 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes –

July 2014 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

Sunday, September 7, 2014 

 

The dedicated day of service is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  

America—a church freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.  We will join with other congregations of this 

church as we gather to put our faith into action and serve communities across the country.  

 

Following our worship service we will gather to work on two projects.  Immanuel Lutheran will be participating by 

painting the building across the street from the church in the park.  The Wednesday School children and  Kit Watson 

have been working on designs for this project to promote education and community.  The city has primed the building 

for us and on the 7th of September we will work as a congregation to paint the designs.   

 

We will also be serving individuals in the congregation that need assistance with tasks around their homes such as 

weeding, raking, cleaning windows, etc.  Anyone who is interested in having work done at their homes during this 

day of service should contact the church office at 432-5408.   

 

“ ‘God’s work.  Our hands.’ Sunday reminds us that we are church together for the sake of the world.  Our lives have 

been changed by our relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and it’s that encounter with Jesus that frees us to 

make a difference.”   

    - ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

 

 

Look for additional information and volunteer sign ups in the next month.   

 

God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, September 7, 2014  

Request Worksheet 

If you would like to have work done in your home or know of a congregation member who is need of assistance in 

their homes, please fill out this request and place it in the offering plate or return it to the church office.  Please make 

known what service you or those you are asking on behalf of are in need of so we can prepare to help by bringing all 

necessary tools, etc.    

Your Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you know of someone who may need help, please give their name(s)

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Short description of work requested__________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Any additional information ________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday School and Confirmation News 

 

Children/youth Christian education has some exciting news to share – Immanuel Lutheran has the possibility of 

providing Christian education to 22 children/youth this year!  How awesome that would be to once again have our 

classrooms filled with children/youth ready to learn and hear about Jesus!  With that said, adult and youth            

volunteers will be needed in order to make this happen. 

 

Wednesday School youth will be divided into three classrooms.   

 

 PreK-Kindergarten 

 1st-3rd Grades 

 4th-6th Grades 

 

Help us by being a volunteer teacher or assistant.  All curriculum 

materials will be provided.  This  is a great way to help our youth 

learn about the love of Jesus and our faith.     

 

Please consider being a part of this worthwhile experience – it is 

only a 45 minute commitment each week.  Christian Education for 

our children/youth at Immanuel will not be possible without the 

help of volunteers.  Contact the church office (432-5408) or Lisa 

Briggs (430-3544) with questions.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students learning about 

God’s Word! 

Preschoolers play outside 

as they learn the stories of 

the bible. 

Immanuel Lutheran Youth family! 



 

 

Wednesday School and Confirmation Meeting 

 

Please plan to attend an orientation meeting for parents to discuss the 

upcoming  Christian Education year on    Wednesday, September 3, 2014 

at 5:30 pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church.  Wednesday School and    

Confirmation classes will begin on   Wednesday, September 10, 2014.  

Wednesday School students will meet from 5:30 pm to 6:15 pm for their 

lesson.  The Wednesday School students and the Confirmation students 

will share a supper meal from 6:15 pm to 6:45 pm.  Confirmation stu-

dents will then have class from 6:45 pm to 7:45 pm.    

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Christmas Pageant.   

Jace Paopao creates a play 
dough crown during Lent while 

learning about  the crown of 

thorns Jesus wore on the cross.   

Leila Tewahade, Tobin Rust and Ruby 
Tewahade display the crowns they made.   

The garden arbor that was recently installed in the  

Prayer Garden on the north side of the church was  

dedicated Sunday, July 27th.  The arbor was made      

possible by Carol Emmett’s Memorial.  Outdoor worship 

was held on this day and everyone had a wonderful time.  

It truly is a great addition to the garden.  

 

 



 

 

Date Sunday Service 

July 6 46 

July 13 46 

July 20 32 

July 27  41 

Treasurer’s Report 

July 2014 

Beginning balance June 30, 2014    $     (1,879.32) 

 

Income  Weekly Offering    $       9,771.00 

  Other Income   $          200.15 

  Coffee/tea sales   $            44.00 

  MIF Interest   $          110.44 

  Interest checking   $                .12  

 

Total Income     $      10,125.71    

            

Expenses      $        9,743.73 

          

Ending balance as of July 31, 2014   $      (1,497.34) 
 

 

Worship Attendance 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sullivan Hills Quilt Auction Results 

The Immanuel Lutheran Quilters donated three quilts to the Annual Sullivan Hills Quilt Auction.  They        

auctioned for $180, $70, and $35.  Great job quilters! 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events   

August 14 - Move-in Day Lunch for new students & their families at  

Chadron State College. 

 

September 7 - God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. 

 

Save the Date 

Elaine Roll, long-time member of the church and Chadron community, is turning 80.  Although she now lives 

in the San Diego area, her family is bringing her back to Chadron for a party/open house at Country Kitchen on 

Saturday, August 16th, 2014 from 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  RSVP to susan@roll-chaiken.com if you can come.  

We are looking forward to seeing everyone.  Please pass the word along!  Thanks! 



 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

747 Ann Street 

Chadron, NE 69337 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

President  -  Jane Darnell  

Vice-President  -  Leo Vander May 

Secretary  -  Sharon Thurlow 

Treasurer - Laurie Harris  

Building & Grounds  -  David Coe 

Education  -  Lisa Briggs 

Evangelism  -  Laurie Schmidt  

Fellowship  -  Karleen Gramberg 

Social Ministry  -  Robyn Baquet 

Stewardship  -  Jeanine Mohr 

Worship  -  Julie Duncan 

Youth/Young Adult - Jarrod Briggs 

Youth/Young Adult - Walt Mays  

Pastor - Ann Sundberg 

 

 

 

Other Staff - 

Financial Secretary  -  Lorrie Bauer 

Custodian - Michelle Haynes 

Church Secretary  -  Whitney Tewahade 
 

Important contact information: 

Nebraska Synod Website:  

www.nebraskasynod.org, phone number  

402-896-5311 

ELCA Church wide Website:  www.elca.org, 

phone number 800-638-3522  

 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/

