
 

  

  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
747 Ann Street 
Chadron, NE 6933 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
President  -  Kit Watson  
Vice-President  -  Denise James 
Secretary  -  Sharon Thurlow 
Treasurer - Laurie Harris  
Building & Grounds  -  Ericka Lans 
Education  -  Yvonne Moody 
Evangelism  -  Laurie Schmidt  
Fellowship  -  Karleen Gramberg 
Social Ministry  -  Robyn Baquet 
Stewardship  -  Jeanine Mohr 
Worship  -  Julie Duncan 
Youth/Young Adult - Alyssa Noble 
Pastor - Ann Sundberg 
  

  

  

Other Staff - 

Financial Secretary  -  Lorrie Bauer 

Other Staff –  
Financial Secretary – Lorrie Bauer 
Custodian – Michelle Haynes 
Church Secretary – Erin Daniel 
 

Important contact information-  
Nebraska Synod Website: 
www.nebraskasynod.org, phone number 
402-896-5311 
ELCA Church wide Website, www.elca.org, 
Phone number 800-638-3522 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Attendance 

  

Date Sunday Service 

November 1 52 

November 8 63 

November 15 58 

November 22 59 

November 29 32 

 

  

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make our Fall Feast on November 15 so very Fabulous. We fed 
approximately 125 people and made close to $1,300. And we were able to take leftovers to Closer to Home the 

next day. Your generosity is so very appreciated.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 
November 2015 

 
Beginning balance October 31, 2015   $     (9,755.12) 
 
         
 
Income  Weekly Offering    $        8,657.08  
  Fall Feast     $        1,290.00  
  Thrivent     $            564.00 
  Pie Sales     $              90.00 
  Coffee/Tea     $              26.75 
  Interest     $           .05 
 
Total Income      $      10,627.88   
            
Expenses       $      11,593.00   
       
 
Ending balance as of November 30, 2015  $     (10,720.24) 
 



 
Looking Ahead…to Advent and Christmas 

 
The four Sundays of Advent began on November 29th. Advent is not about counting 
down the shopping days to Christmas. Advent is about preparing our hearts, our 
homes, and our families to welcome Jesus. 

 
December 6—Hanging of the Greens following worship- come and help 

decorate the church- many hands are needed! 
 

December 6--- Advent Choir Fest 3:00 p.m. at Chadron United Methodist Church- Immanuel’s choir will 
join with others in our community to celebrate the season in song! 

 
December 20---Children’s Christmas Pageant 5:00 p.m. –more information will be coming for 

Wednesday school and Confirmation families.  
 

December 22 ---Caroling Party, 5:30 p.m.  
 

December 24--- Christmas Eve service, 5:30 p.m.  

 

Invitation 
 

Pastor Ann and John invites you to an Open House at their home, 711 Bordeaux St. on Saturday, 
December 12, 5:30-8 p.m. Please drop by and share some Christmas cheer! 

 

Kids, Youth and Adults – WE NEED YOUR TALENTS! 
for Immanuel’s annual Christmas Program 

 
Sunday, December 20 at 5:00 pm 

 
* Sing carols and act out parts of the Christmas story 

* Read the Christmas scriptures 
* Sing or play Christmas hymns (Instrumentalists/singers needed) 

* Help with sets and behind the scenes with lights and special music 
* Help with a light dinner following the program 

 
REHEARSAL TIMES: 

 
Wednesdays, December 9 and 16, 5:30-6:15 pm (during Wednesday School) 

Saturday, December 19, 4:00 pm 
(tech crew needed December 19 rehearsal only) 

 
December 20 arrive at 4:30 to start at 5:00 

 
Questions? Contact the church office at 432-5408 or chadimmanuel@bbc.net 

or Lisa Briggs at 430-3544 (cell ) or lbriggs50@gmail.com 

 



A Letter from Tony Serbousek to the Congregation 

Dear Friends of Immanuel Lutheran Church:  
 
As many of you know I am now into my second year of seminary at the Iliff School of Theology in 
Denver, CO. At my current rate of progress I hope to graduate with a Master of Divinity degree in 2017. 
My plans are to be ordained within the United Methodist Church. I have a fairly good amount of 
financial aid in the form of scholarships and grants that help fund my education. What isn’t covered is 
paid with a student loan. One unique scholarship I have been rewarded this year is a matching 
scholarship up to $3,500. What this means is any outside money I am able to raise on my own, will be 
matched with this scholarship fund up to $3,500. Potentially I could receive $7,000 more in financial aid. 
This is where I am asking for your prayerful consideration and help. Any additional money I am able to 
raise will lessen the amount of any future student loans I need to help pay for my education costs. This 
in turn will lessen the burden for me that I will have to repay once I have completed my degree. The 
reality is a seminary education costs just as much as a law or medical school however, most of us as 
future pastors will only make about ¼ of the salary that graduates of those schools will make.  
 
This is how you could help.  
 
Through Iliff’s Office of Financial Aid, it is possible for me to set up a GoFundMe account online. This 
allows anyone to make a financial contribution to my seminary education. What money is raised by this 
account will be matched by this scholarship up to the amount of $3,500. You can contribute if you feel 
led by going to this website: www.gofundme.com/tonyserbousek. My goal is to raise $3,500 through 
this account and with the matching scholarship should provide $7,000 to help with my seminary 
education this year. I would like to try and raise this money by April 1, 2016. I would greatly appreciate 
your careful consideration and contribution. By going to this site, you will be able to make a 
contribution using a debit or credit card. GoFundMe is a secure site and is safe to make such 
transactions. Please be aware that anonymous donations cannot be accepted as I must account to the 
seminary for all contributors who give to this fund. I would appreciate your consideration in giving and 
will be more than happy to answer any questions you may have. Feel free to call me at 308-615-9016 
any time.  
 

Yours For Faithful Living 
Tony DJ Serbousek 

 

Feeding the Community 
We will serve Closer to Home on December 21.  Look for the sign-up sheet on the kitchen door. All 
volunteer help to cook or serve is welcome and appreciated. 
 
Our next Campus Ministry Supper will be December 13, at 6 p.m. Kit Watson will 
serve supper for any college students who wish to come and enjoy a home-
cooked meal. 
 

 

 

http://www.gofundme.com/tonyserbousek


live free… 
 
This year’s stewardship response program, Live free, has ended.   The theme is based on scripture from 
1 Timothy 6: 18-18  “They are to do good.  To be rich in good works, generous and ready to share, thus 
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they can take hold of 
the life that really is life.”    
 
Timothy’s challenge was to help the community of faith in Ephesus find congruence between what they 
believed and what they practiced.  Paul tells Timothy that the measure of life in Christian community is 
to be rich in good works, generous, and willing and ready to share.  He tells him life flourishes in giving.  
Today, the challenge remains the same for all of us who live in God’s household.  
 
At this time, Immanuel has received 22 commitment response cards for a total of $60,756.00.  I know 
there will be more cards turned in before the end of the fiscal year.  If you have not yet turned yours in, 
please do soon at your convenience to the church office to facilitate the planning for 2016’s budget. 
 
Included in this issue of the Gracevine are the four worship bulletin inserts.  Please take time to read 
them, as we remember how rich we already are and increasingly can be in good works, in generosity, 
and in being ready to share.  Know that God gives us the grace to Live Free! 

 
Altar Flowers 

 
The new chart for altar flowers is now going up.  Thank all of you for signing up, the flowers are always 

beautiful.  If you have dates in mind that are meaningful to you it is a good idea to sign up 
early.  On the chart you will write what you wish to dedicate the flowers to and that is 

for office use.  I will contact you to find out if you have special requests as to color or 
type of flowers.  The New Leaf is our default flower shop but you do have the option to 
use Cleo's or furnish your own from your garden.  I will contact you but sometimes it is 
difficult to reach people so when the time gets short I turn in the order as a seasonal 

arrangement,  and that seems to work for most people.  I have found that leaving a 
message on an answering -machine does not always work so I hope you have all  
noted an e-mail address for the new directory as that works well.  

 
When church is over you may take the arrangement home to enjoy and return the vase to 
the church when finished.  I think leaving it in the kitchen works well for Denise.  I try to order 
flowers several months at a time and that helps me and the florist.  You will be sent a post card during 
your week and you need to do nothing, it is just a reminder. Thank you again and a special thanks for 
signing up early.  We also need to thank Denise for seeing that the flowers are picked up and displayed 
each Sunday.   
 
Your help in adding bouquets to enhance our worship services is greatly appreciated. 
 
Junice Dagen & the Altar Guild 



 Immanuel Lutheran Church Council minutes    November 5, 2015   
 

Present were: , Robyn Baquet, Julie Duncan, Denise James, Ericka Lans, Jeannie Mohr, Laurie Schmidt, Pastor 
Ann Sundberg, President Kit Watson, and Sharon Thurlow.  Absent were Laurie Harris, Karleen Gramberg, 
Alyssa Noble and Yvonne Moody. 
 
Devotions:  We opened with a discussion around Mark 12:38-44 
 
Secretary's Report was approved as read with a motion for approval by Julie Duncan and seconded by 
Jeannie Mohr. 
 
Treasurer's Report was approved as presented with a motion for approval by Robyn Baquet and seconded 
by Laurie Schmidt. 
 
Pastor's Report: Pastor lead worship during the month of October, Wednesday School and Confirmation, 
Campus Ministry, multiple visits, various community activities. 
 
Executive Committee: 
 
Building and Grounds: General cleaning of the Sanctuary on December 5th. Many hands make light work.  
Plan to have Service Matter in to clean carpets after the Harvest Feast.  Planning to have congregation vote 
on additional air conditioning in the Sanctuary at the annual meeting in January. 
 
Education:  Wednesday School is going very well.  Average 22 children every week. Christmas program will 
be December 20th. 
 
Evangelism: Ericka Lans is to prepare the Campus Ministry dinner for November 8 and Kit Watson will do it 
on December 13th. Campus Ministry students are doing the "Animate Faith " video and discussion study. 
Immanuel will continue doing Closer to Home on the 3rd Monday of every month. 
 
Fellowship:  Fall Feast advertisements will be on Chadrad.com and in the Chadron Record. Denise James will 
help with the decorations. 
 
Social Ministry: Robyn is on the hunger task force and as such is doing a presentation to congregations and 
civic organizations to garner support and people willing to work in getting a community panty up and 
running.  We plan to make this presentation on Sunday, Nov. 8 following the worship service.   
 
Stewardship: Jeannie has contacted everyone or is in the process of contacting everyone in the 
congregation concerning getting their photos to her for the directory. Will be going to press very soon.  
Stewardship drive is coming along.  Please get your cards sent back. 
 
Worship: No report. 
 
New Business:  Tony Serbosek is in seminary at Iliff in Denver. He has an opportunity to access matching 
scholarship funds through a website called gofundme.com and has requested permission to solicit the 
congregation for donations.  We will put an insert in the bulletin and an article in the December Gracevine.   
 
The choir is practicing on Wednesdays at 6:30 PM at Immanuel and plans to sing on Nov. 22 in church and 
for the Advent Choir Fest in December.   
 

The meeting closed with prayer.  



 
Pastor’s message 

 
The church sanctuary is draped in blue, the color of Advent.  It’s the blue of the sky just before the sun 
rises, the blue of anticipation, the blue of hopeful waiting for the birth of Jesus. 
 
But the color blue isn’t always a happy color.  We talk about having the “blues” when life isn’t going as 
we had hoped.  The days before the winter solstice are getting shorter, the nights are longer and 
darkness gathers. Sometimes we wonder whether dawn really is on the horizon. 
 
It is that spirit, the spirit of the Advent and Christmas “blues” that I write.  I ask for your prayers for 
myself and my husband John.  He will leave Chadron in mid-December and we will live separately for 
the time being.  This is an amicable decision, but still one that hurts and brings sadness and loneliness as 
Christmas approaches.   
 
And yet, whatever is to come, I know that God so loved the world that he sent his Son into it, into the 
joyful times and the sad times.  God sent his Son into the celebrations and the mourning.  God sent his 
Son into the human family in all the ways that we form family – single, married, divorced, widowed, 
separated, blended, near and far. 
 
May God be with you in this season of blue.  May God bless you and me and all the relationships that 
we tend. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

President’s Message 
 

Have you had nerve to look at your December calendar yet??? No doubt it is filling up. Save room for us 
at Immanuel. We start off on Dec 5th with a cleaning, and then the ChoirFest on the 6th , on to the 20th  
for the Children's Christmas  program, 22nd Caroling, and 24th our Christmas service. I hope you can find 
time to enjoy each of these events and all the while remembering the 'charge' that has been given to 
us: be kind, love our neighbor as ourselves, feed the body and soul of the hungry and Praise the Lord. 
We are here to serve each other.  
 

Peace be with you. 
Kit Watson 

 

  



 

 
 

GRACEVINE 
December 2015 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
747 Ann Street – Chadron, NE 69337 

Telephone: (308) 432-5408 
Email: chadimmanuel@bbc.net 

Pastor Ann Sundberg 
Cell: (919) 475-9754 

  
  

Where God is with us as we grow in faith! 

mailto:chadimmanuel@bbc.net

