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lives will come a situation 
that we cannot fix, con-
trol, explain, change or 
even understand.  It is in 
that moment when we 
realize that the order that 
we tried to maintain so 
carefully, the control that 
we tried to cling to so 
fiercely, has completely 
broken down.  You go 
under, you hit bottom, 
you let go, you die – and 
then you rise.  New space 
opens up.  New life bursts 
forth.  New possibilities 
arise.   

In the water of your bap-
tism, you died.  And then 
you were brought back to 
life.  Suffering, death and 
resurrection continue 
throughout your life, in 
many forms, in many ex-
periences.  But always 
there is resurrection on 
the other side.  Easter is 
not just one day on the 
calendar.  Easter is God’s 
eternal promise. 

Pastor’s Message 
Easter did not come for 
me this year on April 16.  
It came on May 3, the 
day of my hip replace-
ment surgery. 

John and I got to the 
hospital around 7:30 
a.m. and were shortly 
shown to a pre-op room, 
where an IV was inserted 
into my hand and the 
surgeon came in to mark 
the correct leg.  The last 
thing I remember after 
walking into the operat-
ing room with the nurse-
anesthetist and lying 
down on the operating 
table was a warm blanket 
being spread on my out-
stretched right arm.  
Then I woke up in the 
recovery area, with an 
unfamiliar heaviness in 
my left hip and another 
nurse asking me how I 
felt. 

I went under, and then I 
came back to life.  Death 
and resurrection. 

I now have a piece of 
metal and ceramic in my 
body that takes that 
place of my arthritic and 

damaged hip joint.  The 
fact that I can now walk 
without pain is nothing 
short of miraculous.  
Death and resurrection is 
going down to the depths 
– the depths of your help-
lessness, the depths of 
your sinfulness, the 
depths of your inability to 
fix or control your life – 
and coming out the other 
side to new life. 

In his book Falling Up-
ward, Father Richard 
Rohr writes, “Creation 
itself…lives the pattern of 
death and resurrection, 
even if unknowingly.  The 
natural world “believes” 
in necessary suffering as 
the very cycle of life:  just 
observe the daily dying of 
the sun so all things on 
this planet can live, the 
total change of the sea-
sons, the plants and trees 
along with it, the violent 
world of animal predators 
and prey.”  

If we are honest with our-
selves, we need to under-
stand that we, too, will 
suffer.  Into each of our 

God’s Purpose for Immanuel Lutheran Church is to WELCOME and EMBRACE one another in God’s love, and to 
SERVE and SEEK JUSTICE for those in need.   

Summer Camp: 
Do you know a child 

who would like to 
attend summer camp?  
Sullivan Hills Camp, in 
Lodgepole, NE is spon-
sored by the Nebraska 
Lutheran Outdoor Min-
istry and is a wonderful 
camp for youth.  ANY 

camper can attend for a 
whole week for only 
$50!  If you’d like to 
sponsor a child to 

attend, please contact 
the church office at  

432-5408.   

June 2017 

Benefit Dinner for Sulli-
van Hills Camp:  June 29,      
Sidney, NE, Fairgrounds 

5:00 Cocktails and Silent 
Auction; 6:30 Dinner, Re-
marks & Live Auction. 

Guest Speaker: Krista 
Blair, Asst. Director of   
Programs 

Cost: $50 per person or 
$400 for table of 8 

SullivanHills.org/Heart-Of-
The-Hills or HAB-
Bott@NLOM.org  for more 
information 



Social Ministry: Barb Landen 

In May we served 25 
people at Closer to 
Home.  

Shepherd’s Pantry has 
helped feed 41 adults 
and 21 children so far 
this month.   

Our pantry is in 
need of some  specif-
ic items:  peanut but-
ter, cereal, meat, & 
dried milk.  Dona-
tions are appreciated!  
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Council Meeting Minutes: Sharon Thurlow 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
council met on May 9, 2017 
with Kim Bradley, Laurie 
Schmidt, Kit Watson, Karen 
Rupp, Robyn Baquet,  Barb 
Landen, Hannah Norgard 
and Sharon Thurlow in at-
tendance. Those missing 
were Pastor Ann  Sundberg, 
Denise James, Lelia     
Tewahade, Uati Paopao, and 
Yvonne Moody. 

The devotion was from Mat-
thew 7:7-11 and Isaiah 65-
24.  The discussion about the 
fact we can take our wants 
and needs and desires to 
God and he will listen. 

Are  we listening for his re-
sponse and do we act ac-
cordingly. 

Minutes were approved with 
a motion from Karen Rupp 
and a second from Laurie 
Schmidt.   

The treasurers report was 
approved with a motion from 
Kit Watson and a second 
from Hannah Norgard. 

Building and Grounds: No 
Report 

Social Ministry: Barb asked 
for assistance with Closer to 
Home. The date has been 

moved to the Friday before 
Memorial Day weekend so the 
Rural Immersion students can 
see our church in action. 

We are going to be hosting 
some students from Chicago 
from the Rural Immersion pro-
gram The Students will be 
touring some farms and ranch-
es and see some  church pro-
grams in action. 

The meeting was closed with 
prayer. 

Thank you very 
much for your sup-
port for those in 
need. 

L-R: Taegan Bach, Alivia Long, Jace Paopao and Aksel Lans receive their Bibles.  Each year, Bibles are    

given as gifts to 3rd graders and those who were not here in 3rd grade.    
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Stewardship:  Karen Rupp 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 
I have some exciting news to 
share with you. The Spring issue 
of stewardNet contained infor-
mation about an opportunity for 
Immanuel Lutheran Church which 
I think is too good to pass up: 
Vanco Payment Solutions current-
ly has an offer to get online giving 
setup for our congregation with-
out monthly fees for the first 
year. I viewed the video and 
hoped they had a brochure which 
we could distribute to you all, but 
they don’t have one available…
BUT, their representative contact-
ed me and supplied answers to 
my questions. The plan sounds 
easy to implement,  and is free 
for the first year.   
 
Vanco offers e-giving options (on-

line, mobile, text, kiosk and 

swipe) to congregations and as-

sists with making these options 

available, especially e-giving via 

our web page. 

  

I recall when I received my first 

debit bank debit card and had all 

kinds of concerns and fears about 

how and when to use it and how 

secure those transactions might 

be.  I thought I’d stick to cash and 

checks for paying for bills and 

purchases.  Now I find it so much 

easier and just as safe to use by 

debit card or credit card whenev-

er possible.  I’ve set up automatic 

payments for most of my monthly 

Meysing, when he was here, that 

we’re looking at the program.  

His response: “Go for it! - Do it.” 

…positive feedback! 

 

I feel and council has agreed we 

should take advantage of the free 

year opportunity and get on 

board before 6/4. I hope you’ll 

join me in taking advantage of 

this opportunity to implement e-

giving for your contributions. 

 

We’ll have more information to 

share in the near future.  Please 

feel free to bring your questions 

to me or any council member. 

  
Environmental tips: Your ideas 
are welcome – share your sug-
gestions/best practices with us. 
 
Again, thank you for all you do. 
Please consider volunteering to 
join the Stewardship Committee 
– just speak to Karen Rupp, 
Jeanine Mohr or Pastor Ann.    
  
Peace and Blessings, Karen Rupp, 
Stewardship Chair 
 
 

bills, use the cards to purchas-

es gas and groceries and don’t 

have to wait for checks to 

clear to know my account bal-

ances…they are reflected al-

most immediately. I’ve contin-

ued to write personal checks 

though for my church contri-

butions.   

 

Now through Vanco I’ll have 

the opportunity to set up reg-

ular distributions (weekly, 

monthly, annually) from my 

checking (or savings, or credit 

card) account. Contributions 

can be designated for specific 

projects just as they can be 

now, I.e., World Hunger, spe-

cial funds, etc. The church will 

receive the funds on a regular 

schedule (unlike when Paul 

and I were away for four 

weeks recently and needed to 

catch up when we returned). 

 

I wondered about the cost of 

this program to the church 

after no monthly fees first 

year: with our size congrega-

tion, we’d most likely incur a 

$10/month fee plus 

$.45/transaction fee and 

2.75% processing fee on credit 

card transactions; 1% on 

checking/savings account 

transactions.   

 

I mentioned to Assistant to 

the Bishop, Pastor Steve 
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Treasurer’s Report: Kim Bradley 



Vacation Bible School: June 25-29; 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

This year, the theme for Im-
manuel’s Vacation Bible School 
is Barnyard Roundup.  We will 
learn about Jesus our Savior 
who rounds us up and brings 
us home. 

 Jesus the Good Shepherd 

 Jesus feeds 5,000 people 

 Jesus tells about a sower 

 Jesus tells about a lost son 

 Jesus appears to Mary 
in the garden 

VBS takes place Sunday-
Thursday evenings.  Supper 
will be served each night at 
5:30, and lessons, games 
and crafts follow.  Many 
hands are needed to make 
Vacation Bible School a 
success.  Volunteers are 

needed to help with lessons, 
crafts, games and food.  There 
will be more information and 
ways to sign up in the coming 
weeks. 

IMMANUEL’S GOT TALENT! 

And we want to share it.  Enhance our 
worship services with a moving instru-

mental solo, duet, or trio, sing a round or 
duet with a friend.  Bring your talents to 

the table so that all may enjoy. 

Music is not the only way that worship 
is enhanced! Try being a reader,  
communion assistant, or usher. 

Questions about any of these activities 
can be directed to me at 308.430.4467 

Let us remember that we are one body in 
Christ, brothers and sisters in faith, and 

we all have a talent to bring to God.  

Worship:  Hannah Norgard 

Dear friends in Christ, 

Thank you so much for all your prayers and 
support in these past few weeks as I have 

been recovering from hip replacement sur-
gery. Thank you for the cards, the flowers, 
the meals and the calls and texts. I will be 
back in the office on a limited schedule for 
the next couple of weeks, as I continue to 
heal and get my strength back. It is truly a 
blessing to be the recipient of your care. 

Pastor Ann 



What it Means to be in the Nebraska Synod 

What does it mean to be a Lu-
theran? More specifically, what 
does it man to live with Grace?  
As a Nebraskan, when you 
think about these questions  
you inevitably have to consider 
what it means to be part of the 
Nebraska Synod. 

Loosely translated the Synod 
means “walking  together”. It 
stands for being a part of a 
whole made  up of congrega-
tions and other ministries’ be-
ing church through congrega-
tions and their serving arms; 
being a presence gathered 
around the cross bringing peo-
ple together in spite of their 
differences. But when we take a 
deeper look, when you speak to 
members, you find it means to 
much more than that. 

“it is a gift to belong to a com-
munity of care.” The Nebraska 
Synod is more than an 
“organization.” It is a congrega-
tion of caring congregations 
who unite together to share the 
caring touch of Jesus.” This is 
how Rev. Dr. Dennis Ander-
son, a former bishop, described 
the Nebraska Synod after the 
organization and many of its 
members when out of their way 
to show support and compas-
sion to him during a recent hos-
pitalization.  

But the Nebraska Synod 
doesn’t just work to provide a 
caring community for its con-
gregations, it works with part-

ners to extend its reach to others. 
The 14 institutions and agencies 
that partner with the Synod are 
knowns as the “serving arms of 
the church”. Among them are 
Lutheran Family Services, Mosa-
ic, NE Lutheran Outdoor Minis-
tries, Immanuel Tabitha, NE Lu-
theran Campus Ministry, Mid-
land University, Lutheran 
Planned Giving, Blue Valley Lu-
theran Homes, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran, Lutheran School of 
Theology, Oaks Indian Mission, 
and Wartburg Theological Semi-
nary. So whether one is looking 
for  social services, educational 
services, or spiritual guidance, the 
Nebraska Synod and its serving 
arms are always available to lend 
a helping hand, even if we don’t 
realize it.  “Sometimes members 
don’t think much about Synod, 
but then someone needs the so-
cial services that Lutheran Family 
Services provide, or their kids 
and grandkids have an amazing 
experience at Carol Joy Holling 
or are touched by Nebraska Lu-
theran Campus Ministry. Or they 
hear about our participate in our 
Sudanese or Hispanic worship-
ping communities.  There is is: 
the Nebraska Synod at work.” - 
Karen Melang, Synod Council 
Secretary. 

The Nebraska Synod takes its 
dedication to service of the com-
munity even one step further.  It 
not only provides guidance and 
support to its members and the 
community as a whole, but also 

works to empower individuals 
and encourage them to become 
leaders in their congregations 
and communities. The Synod 
offers training, workshops, and 
trips abroad that provide the  
participants opportunities to 
learn and experience how to be 
leaders in different situations. 
They have created groups with-
in the organization , such as 
Seeking the Sprit Within to fur-
ther encourage. Since its incep-
tion in 2009, 48 individuals 
have been certified through the 
program.   

Though the Nebraska Synod 
works to “walk together” by 
grace through faith with its 
members, its congregations, its 
partners, and its community, it 
takes each of its roles in stride 
and serves with a caring smile.  
As Karen Melang shared, 
“When you come down to it, 
the Nebraska Synod is a whole 
lot of individuals who follow 
Christ and care for others. At 
their best, they welcome others 
as Christ has welcomed us.”  



Bike-A-Thon to Raise Funds for an Under -Served Population 
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Bridges to Hope in Lincoln, NE 
is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) agency 
serving men and women soon 
to be or recently released from 
correctional institutions. The 
goal is to create and sustain 
joint efforts to prevent them 
from falling back into their 
criminal behaviors and lower 
the recidivism rate. This is done 
by providing them with every-
thing they would need to start 
up a new home. Beds, sofas, 
tables chairs, kitchen items, 
bathroom items, clothing and 
hygiene products are a few of 
the items provided to them at 

no cost. All items are donated 
by community members. 

What can be done to help peo-
ple who are released from pris-
on keep from being rearrested? 
With no job, no money, no 
treatment, no clothes, no furni-
ture, and no place to live, those 
reentering the community of-
ten find themselves facing the 
same pressures and temptations 
that landed them in prison in 
the first place. Your financial 
and in-kind support assists 
Bridges to Hope in providing 
these men and women the sup-
port needed to remain success-

ful outside of the correctional 
facilities. 

Bridges to Hope, sponsored by 
Followers of Christ Prison Minis-
try, will be hosting a Bike-A-Thon 
on Saturday, June 24th at Calva-
ry Lutheran Church, Scottsbluff. 
Registration will begin at 8:00 
a.m. and ride beginning at 8:30. 
Brochures are on the welcome 
table, if you would like to ride or 
pledge money.  After riding, en-
joy the annual Calvary BBQ be-
ginning at 11 AM.  

 

Congratulations, True Thorne! 
True recently applied and was 
accepted to take part in the Ne-
braska Synod ELCA’s new pro-
gram, LYON Listen & Lead.  
From July 24-20, 2017, True will 
take part in a cultural immersion 
experience at Oaks Indian Mis-
sion, an ELCA ministry in Okla-
homa.  She will travel with a 
group of other youth leaders 
from Nebraska to Oaks and learn 
about Cherokee culture and his-
tory by living and interaction 

with Native people who will 
share traditional games and 
crafts as well as teachings on 
Cherokee politics and 
healthcare.  Area museums 
related to the Cherokee Na-
tion will be visited as well.   

To prepare for the experience, 
True will take part in a two– 
hour program to learn about 
diversity and inclusion. She 
will also have access to videos 

and websites to learn more 
about the Cherokee Nation.      
Following the immersion expe-
rience, she will have a chance to 
process her experiences at Oaks 
and put together a plan to share 
this information and experience 
with us at Immanuel Lutheran, 
as well as the community.   

Congratulations, True!  



 

Church Council Members 
 

President– Robyn Baquet  

Vice President– Denise James 

Secretary– Sharon Thurlow 

Treasurer– Kim Bradley 

Building & Grounds– Uati Paopao 

Education– Yvonne Moody 

Evangelism– Laurie Schmidt 

Fellowship– Kit Watson 

Social Ministry– Barb Landen 

Stewardship=-Karen Rupp 

Worship– Hannah Norgard 

Youth/Young Adult– Leila Tewahade 

Pastor– Ann Sundberg 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
747 ANN STREET 

CHADRON, NE 69337 

Other Staff: 

Financial Secretary– Lorrie Bauer 

Custodian– Melissa Churchill 

Church Secretary– Amy Jones 

 

Important contact information-  

Church Office Phone: 308.432.5408 

Pastor Ann Sundberg’s Cell: 919.475.9754 

Church email: chadimmanuel@bbc.net 

Church website: www.chadimmanuel.org 

Nebraska Synod Website:: www.nebraskasynod.org,  

phone number: 402.896.5311 

ELCA Church wide Website, www.elca.org, 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org
http://www.elca.org

