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 I know that God will 
be present at every 
moment pre-op and 
post-op and in the 
days and weeks to 
come. 

 

Thank you for the pray-
ers that you have already 
offered for me and those 
that you will offer.  
Thank you for the caring 
words you have already 
spoken.  Thank you for 
the meals that you will 
provide and all the ways 
that you will continue 
God’s work in this con-
gregation.  I will see you 
at the end of the month. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Ann 

Pastor’s Message 
Letting Go and  

Letting God 
I have never had major 
surgery before and I 
admit that I am not 
looking forward to it.  I 
don’t know what to ex-
pect, so there have been 
moments when I have 
allowed myself to give 
in to fear.  As much as 
I’ve been assured that 
most people recover 
completely from hip 
replacement, that I am 
in good health and in 
good shape, there have 
been moments when I 
have spun out “what if” 
scenarios that imagine 
the worst. 

Part of my anxiety stems 
from the fact that I do 
not have control of this 
situation.  I can plan for 
three weeks of worship 
coverage.  I can arrange 
for members of the con-
gregation to coordinate 
our participation in the 
Rural Ministry Immer-
sion (see page 6).  I can 
arrange for another pas-

tor to handle this con-
gregation’s emergency 
needs.  I can even rear-
range the furniture in 
my house to make it as 
comfortable as possible.  
But I cannot control the 
surgeon’s hand.  I can-
not force my body to 
heal quickly.  I cannot 
know how I will feel 2 
days or 2 weeks or 2 
months after surgery.  
Some things I must 
simply let go of.  And 
that is hard.  Really 
hard. 

So what can I be sure of 
as I anticipate surgery 
and recovery?   

 

 I know that many of 
you and many others 
will be praying for 
me. 

 
 I know that no mat-

ter what happens, I 
will be cared for. 

 

 

 

God’s Purpose for Immanuel Lutheran Church is to WELCOME and EMBRACE one another in God’s love, and to 
SERVE and SEEK JUSTICE for those in need.   

Summer Camp: 
Do you know a child 

who would like to 
attend summer camp?  
Sullivan Hills Camp, in 
Lodgepole, NE is spon-
sored by the Nebraska 
Lutheran Outdoor Min-
istry and is a wonderful 
camp for youth.  ANY 

camper can attend for a 
whole week for only 
$50!  If you’d like to 
sponsor a child to 

attend, please contact 
the church office at  

432-5408.   

May 2017 

Dear Immanuel Family,  

Please join us in honoring 
our graduate Keegan John 
Shuck!  

Reception: Friday, May 
12th from 4:30-7:00pm in 
the fellowship hall 

Graduation: Saturday, 
May 13th, 1:00pm at 
Chadron High School. 

Blessings, 

Tracy and Shannon 



Social Ministry: Barb Landen 

One of our council goals 
this year, is to review our 
processes or protocols on 
how we respond to differ-
ent things – such as, How 
do we welcome new mem-
bers? What do we do if 
there is a baptism? What 
should we do when there 
is a funeral? Etc… We 
want to review what we 
are currently doing and 
discuss what we could be 
doing – and balance it all 
against our Mission State-
ment of  WELCOME 
and EMBRACE ONE 
ANOTHER in GOD’S 
LOVE and to SERVE 
and SEEK JUSTICE for 
THOSE in NEED. Our 
focus at our last meeting 
was on how we welcome 

new members to our 
congregation. We are  
gathering ideas and 
hope to have a process 
outlined at our next 
meeting. If you should 
have any suggestions on 
any of these areas, 
please let someone on 
council know!   

In March, we served 23 
people at Closer to 
Home. We have a 
change in schedule and 
will serve at Closer to 
Home on May 26 in-
stead of May 15.   

Shepherd’s Pantry has 

helped feed 28 adults 
and 13 children so far 
this month.   
Our pantry is in 
need of some     
specific items; we 
are short on      

Council President: Robyn Baquet 
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As you know, Pastor Ann 
will be on medical leave 
for several upcoming 
weeks. Thankfully, John 
has returned to assist her 
in her recovery… and he 
loves to cook! So, she 
does not need us to pro-
vide meals every day.  
They would, however,  
enjoy some meals, and to 
organize this  we  have 
created a Meal Train ac-
count.  Please go to: 
https://mealtrain.com/

l7ze8d  to chose a date 
to provide a meal.  Addi-
tionally,  Pastor Ann is in 
need of some assistance 
with lawn care. Would 
someone(s) volunteer to 
take care of Pastor Ann’s 
yard while she is recuper-
ating? Please call the 
church office and let us 
know! Thank you!  

peanut butter, 
cereal, meat, & 
dried milk.   
Thank you very 
much for your sup-
port for those in 
need. 
 

Use your gifts to serve one 
another.  1 Peter 4:10 

https://mealtrain.com/l7ze8d
https://mealtrain.com/l7ze8d
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 Stewardship:  Karen Rupp 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 

This year we celebrate the 
500th anniversary of Martin 
Luther’s 95 Theses and the 
movement into reforming.  We 
continue our journey of re-
forming and living into God’s 
purpose…knowing God’s plan 
is for reconciliation of all crea-
tion with God’s self. 

As food for thought:  Barbara 
Rossing’s book, The Rapture 
Exposed offers insights about 
heaven’s location. Rev 21:1-3 
Then I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth.... And I saw the ho-
ly city, the new Jerusalem, com-
ing down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And 
I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “See, the home 
of God is among mortals. He 

With that in mind, don’t we 
need to be the best caretakers 
of all creation that we can be? 

"I have held many things in my 
hands, and I have lost them all. 
But whatever I have placed in 
God's hands, that I still pos-
sess." — Martin Luther, German 
reformer and theologian 

“A religion that gives nothing, 
costs nothing, and suffers noth-
ing, is worth nothing.” 
– Martin Luther 

will dwell with them; they 
will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with 
them.” (Rev. 21:1-3 

This passage emphasizes that 
heaven is coming to Earth. 
We are not going there, God 
is coming here. God intends 
to dwell here, on Earth.   
 
Martin Luther says about 
heaven: God is wholly pre-
sent in all creation, in every 
corner, behind you and be-
fore you. Do you think God 
is sleeping on a pillow in 
heaven? God is watching 
over you and protecting 
you...God is entirely and 
personally present in the 
wilderness, in the garden, in 
the field. (“These Words ” 
57, 61) 
 

Council Meeting Minutes: Sharon Thurlow 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Council met on April 11, 
2017.  Those attending were 
Ann Sundberg, Pastor;  
Robyn Baquet, President;  
Sharon Thurlow, Secretary;  
Kim Bradley, Treasurer;   
Laurie Schmidt, Evangelism; 
Karen Rupp, Stewardship;   
Hannah Norgard, Worship.   
Those absent were:  

Denise James, Vice Pres.;  

Leila Tewahade, Youth;  

Uati Paopao, Building & 
Grounds; Yvonne Moody, Edu-
cation; Kit Watson, Fellowship; 
Barb Landen, Social Ministry. 

Devotions were about "Making 
God our priority." 

Minutes were approved as sub-
mitted with Karen making the 
motion and Hannah seconding. 

Treasurer’s report was ap-
proved as submitted with Karen 
making the motion and Laurie 
seconding. 
 
Pastor's Report:  Pastor report-
ed that she will be having hip 
surgery on May 3. and plans to 
recuperate for a few weeks. 
Multiple pastoral    conversa-
tions/phone calls/ and visits; 

Adult Bible Study weekly fol-
lowing coffee hour. Stay tuned 
for upcoming events.  

Building and Grounds:  Plan-
ning a work day on May 6 to do 
some outside work. Getting 
ready for Spring.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Thurlow 
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Beginning balance:   $4,630.48  
4/1/17   
      
Income  Weekly Offering $  11,541.36 
  MIF interest  $         94.01 
  Lent   $       229.00 
  Thrivent  $       404.00 
  Interest  $             .48 
 
Total Income    $  12,268.85  
          
Expenses      
    $10,068.78   
       
Ending balance:  $ 6,830.55 
4/30/17  

Treasurer’s Report: Kim Bradley 

Date Range    Income  Expense  Difference 

January 2017    $  9,184.85  $22,461.50  -$13,276.65 

February 2017    $  9,933.76  $13,046.65  -$  3,112.89 

March 2017    $  8,317.72  $11,359.14  -$  3,041.42 

April 2017    $12,268.37  $10,045.22   $  2,223.15 

 

Total     $39,704.70  $56,912.51  -$17,207.81 



Building and Grounds:  Uati Paopao 

Friends in Christ,  

Our grounds are in 

need of some assis-

tance. Please sign up, 

on the sign up sheet in 

our downstairs hall, to 

help mow and keep our 

grounds kept up. Also 

on Saturday, May 6th 

we will be having our 

annual outdoor spring 

cleaning. As a congre-

gation we will meet up 

to clean and get our 

landscaping looking 

top notch. Bring your 

tools and muscles as 

we work together to beautify 

our church grounds. For any 

questions please reach out to 

Bryce Landen (430-1309) or 

Uati Paopao (430-4747). 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

 

Western Wildlife 44th Annual Art 

Show at  

Ft. Robinson State Park.  (park per-

mit required) 

 

We are looking for volunteers to 

greet the folks that will attend the 

art show on July 2, 2017 through 

July 4, 2017.  The hours we will 

need  

volunteers are as follows: 

 

For the Guest Book: 

July 2, 2017 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

July 3, 2017 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

July 4, 2017 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 

You can volunteer for 1hour or 

even more.   

If you would like to volunteer 

please contact Gwen Canet at 

IMMANUEL’S GOT TALENT! 

And we want to share it.  Enhance our 
worship services with a moving instru-

mental solo, duet, or trio, sing a round or 
duet with a friend.  Bring your talents to 

the table so that all may enjoy. 

 

Music is not the only way that worship 
is enhanced! Try being a reader,  
communion assistant, or usher. 

 
Questions about any of these activities 
can be directed to me at 308.430.4467 

 

Let us remember that we are one body in 
Christ, brothers and sisters in faith, and 

we all have a   talent to bring to God.  

Worship:  Hannah Norgard 



Nebraska Synod Rural Immersion 

Each year the Nebraska Synod 
hosts a group of seminary stu-
dents who are interested in 
learning more about rural min-
istry.  These students come 
from the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago, so it is 
unlikely that many of them are 
familiar with the particular is-
sues and challenges of ministry 
in rural places.  The “Rural Im-
mersion” will take place this 
year in the northern Panhandle 
May 22-29.  The students will 
spend three days in Alliance, 
one day in Scottsbluff and three 
days in Chadron/Hay Springs/
Rushville.  Pastor Ann has been 
part of the planning team. 

Here is the itinerary for the 
Chadron portion of the week 
(note that this is Memorial Day 
Weekend): 

Friday, May 26:  In the morn-
ing, the students will participate 
in a panel discussion on educa-
tion, with Dr. Randy Rhine, 
President of CSC, Dr. Caroline 
Winchester, Superintendent of 
the Chadron Public Schools, 

and David Jones, Works Program 
Officer at the Pine Ridge Job 
Corps.  They will then serve 
lunch at Closer to Home. 

In the afternoon they will tour 
the Anderson Ranch and have 
supper and a discussion with a 
county extension agent at        
Immanuel – Rushville. 

Saturday, May 27:  We will serve 
lunch here at Immanuel –   
Chadron, and then the students 
will head to Mirage Flats for 
more farm tours and supper at St. 
Peters – Hay Springs.  

Sunday, May 28: Students will 
visit worship services at the three 
northern Panhandle churches, 
and then spend the afternoon 
and evening at Fort Robinson. 

Monday, May 29:  Students will 
attend Memorial Day ceremonies 
in Chadron and Hay Springs and 
then depart for the Denver air-
port. 

In order to make this a successful 
experience for the students,  
volunteers are needed in several 
ways: 

 
 4-5 families are needed to 

host 1 or 2 visitors in your 
home for 3 nights, May 26-
27-28.  You will be expected 
to provide breakfast each 
morning and the noon meal 
on Sunday, May 28.  You 
are welcome to come to Fort 
Robinson on Sunday after-
noon as well. 

 3-4 volunteers are needed to 
provide the meal for Closer 
to Home on Friday, May 26.  
We have changed the date 
for serving so that the stu-
dents will be able to partici-
pate in this ministry to our 
community. 

 2-3 volunteers are needed to 
provide a light lunch here at 
Immanuel on Saturday, May 
27.   

If you are able to help, please 
contact the church office.  Sign-
up sheets will also be posted on 
the kitchen door in the fellow-
ship hall.  



Easter Egg 
Hunt Was A 
Success!  
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Church Council Members 
 

President– Robyn Baquet  

Vice President– Denise James 

Secretary– Sharon Thurlow 

Treasurer– Kim Bradley 

Building & Grounds– Uati Paopao 

Education– Yvonne Moody 

Evangelism– Laurie Schmidt 

Fellowship– Kit Watson 

Social Ministry– Barb Landen 

Stewardship=-Karen Rupp 

Worship– Hannah Norgard 

Youth/Young Adult– Leila Tewahade 

Pastor– Ann Sundberg 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
747 ANN STREET 

CHADRON, NE 69337 

Other Staff: 

Financial Secretary– Lorrie Bauer 

Custodian– Melissa Churchill 

Church Secretary– Amy Jones 

 

Important contact information-  

Church Office Phone: 308.432.5408 

Pastor Ann Sundberg’s Cell: 919.475.9754 

Church email: chadimmanuel@bbc.net 

Church website: www.chadimmanuel.org 

Nebraska Synod Website:: www.nebraskasynod.org,  

phone number: 402.896.5311 

ELCA Church wide Website, www.elca.org, 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org
http://www.elca.org

