
 

  

  

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
747 Ann Street 
Chadron, NE 6933 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
President  -  Kit Watson  
Vice-President  -  Denise James 
Secretary  -  Sharon Thurlow 
Treasurer - Laurie Harris  
Building & Grounds  -  Melvin High Hawk 
Education  -  Yvonne Moody 
Evangelism  -  Laurie Schmidt  
Fellowship  -  Karleen Gramberg 
Social Ministry  -  Robyn Baquet 
Stewardship  -  Jeanine Mohr 
Worship  -  Julie Duncan 
Youth/Young Adult - Alyssa Noble 
Youth/Young Adult - to be appointed 
Pastor - Ann Sundberg 
  

  

  

Other Staff - 

Other Staff –  
Financial Secretary – Lorrie Bauer 
Custodian – Michelle Haynes 
Church Secretary – Erin Daniel 
 

Important contact information-  
Nebraska Synod Website: 
www.nebraskasynod.org, phone number 
402-896-5311 
ELCA Church wide Website, www.elca.org, 
Phone number 800-638-3522 

http://www.nebraskasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/


Immanuel Quilters Shine 
The Immanuel Lutheran Quilters have again proven their talents.  
The quilts they made this year were dedicated on Sunday, 
November 2nd, and the church’s sanctuary looked magnificent 
with its pews decorated by the 120 quilts they created in the last 
year.   
  
These quilts will be shipped off with 
other quilts from around the country to 
Lutheran World Relief where they will 

be distributed to those in need worldwide.   
  
This year we will be once again be 
tracking our quilts as they make their 
journey around the world and are 
excited to see just where they will end 
up.   
 
Last year, our quilts went to Thailand.  
LWR’s partner in Thailand is the Border 
Consortium (TBC). TBC is a non-profit, 

non-governmental humanitarian relief and development agency. It is an alliance of NGOs, working 
together with displaced persons from Burma, to respond to humanitarian 
needs, strengthen self-reliance and promote appropriate and lasting solutions 
in pursuit of their dignity, justice and peace.   
  
Great Job Quilters!   
 

Annual Remembrance Ceremony 
Chadron Hospice and Chamberlain Chapel are hosting the Annual 
Remembrance Ceremony with an Educational Session on November 15th at 1:00 
PM at the Country Kitchen Banquet Room. Dr. Russ Seger will provide helpful 
tips on ‘Grief and the Holidays’ followed by a special ceremony of 
Remembrance. Following the program we will hold a candlelight ceremony with 
memorial slide show. Personalized ornaments are given in memory of loved 
ones to those attending the service. Grief can still be strong for many years and everyone should feel 
welcome to attend.  

 
Feeding the Community 

We will serve Closer to Home on November 16.  Look for the sign-up sheet on the kitchen door. All 
volunteer help to cook or serve is welcome and appreciated. 
 
Our next Campus Ministry Supper will be November 8, at 6 p.m. Lucinda Mays and Lorna Eliason will 
serve supper for any college students who wish to come and enjoy a home-cooked meal. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Worship Attendance 

  

Date Sunday Service 

October 4 38 

October 11 35 

October 18 37 

October 25 48 

   
 Pastor Ann will be out of the office November 9-11th this month.  In case of pastoral needs, contact 
Pastor Russ Seger at First congregational Church: 308-432-3206 or by his cell phone: 308-430-4351. 

 

Are you looking for unique Christmas gifts? 
 

We will not have a booth at the Pine Bough Bazaar this year, but we will place orders with 
SERVV, the fair trade company from which we have purchased merchandise in the 
past.   Check out the catalog on the Fair Trade table in the fellowship hall and place your order 
with Erin. 
 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Treasurer’s Report 
October 2015 

 

Beginning balance September 30, 2015  $     (9,605.28) 
        
 
Income  Weekly Offering    $        8,651.91  
   MIF Interest    $            112.56  
  Interest checking    $                  .42 
 
Total Income      $        8,764.89   
            
Expenses       $        8,914.73   
       
Ending balance as of October 31, 2015  $      (9,755.12) 
 



 

Calling all Immanuel Lutheran Church Members!! 
  

Come and help make this year’s Fall Feast a success.  We need everyone’s participation this year to 
invigorate our community to come and enjoy their Thanksgiving favorites with us. 
  
We need help from all congregation members to promote the event to your family, friends and 
neighbors; distribute flyers and pre-sell tickets within the community.   We would also like everyone to 
sign up for at least one of the food items that we will be serving. 
  
We also need volunteers on the day of the event.  Please sign up to: help in the kitchen, help in the 
dining room, or help at the entrance (with selling tickets, taking tickets and greeters).  Or call the church 
office to let us know how you will help. 
  
This year we will also promote the work of our Shepherd’s Pantry.  Attendees are encouraged to bring 
non-perishable foods to restock our shelves. 

 
Advent Choir Fest 

 Once again this year, choirs from several churches will come together to sing and celebrate the music 
of the Advent and Christmas season on Sunday, December 6, 3:00 p.m. at the Chadron United 
Methodist Church, 847 Shelton Street, Chadron. 

Immanuel’s choir will participate in the concert.  Rehearsals are taking place Wednesday evenings at 
6:15 pm.  All are welcome.  Please contact Bill Huntington at 308-638-4451 for more information.  

 



live free… 
Laurel Johnston 

 
“They are to do good.  To be rich in good works, generous and ready to share, thus storing up for 
Themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they can take hold of the life that 
really is life.”                                                                                                       1 Timothy 6: 18-19 

 
We began our annual Stewardship Drive last month with the theme live free.  Remember November 15th is 
commitment Sunday when you can deposit your commitment cards.  You can also send them or drop them 
by the church office if you prefer. 
 
What does Paul mean by the phrase “life that is truly life”? What other life would we seek to “take hold of”? 
the implication is that any form of life that is not founded on generosity and a desire to be rich in good deeds 
is counterfeit life. That is the enemy’s dirty little secret. Everything the world tells us will bring us happiness 
ends up putting us in bondage. The life we are so frantically pursuing is counterfeit. It is not the life for which 
we were redeemed in Christ, and it will ultimately rob us of the freedom and joy for which we were created.  
 
Jesus’s message is clear: “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). The truth is the 
freedom to set aside all of our second-kingdom building ways and follow this one Lord. The truth is that in the 
new kingdom we trust God to be our sole provider, experience more joy in giving than receiving, and 
understand that true riches are found in the good deeds we do in loving our neighbor as ourselves.  

 
Laurel Johnston, an ordained minister wrote the following as found in the Giving, Growing Joyful Stewards in 
your Congregation booklet: 
 
         The word steward comes from the Greek word oikonomia, which means “manager” or “caretaker of the     

household.”  We are called to care for God’s household.  A biblical steward understands that all belongs 
to God; there is no transfer of ownership.  As God’s stewards, we don’t own anything.  When we 
recognize that the entirety of life is a gift from God, we are less likely to hold on so tightly, as gifts are 
intended to be shared. 

 
As the scripture from First Timothy reminds us, the measure of life in Christian community is to be rich in 
good works, generous, and willing and ready to share, that life flourishes in giving.  As noted in the week 3 
worship insert, “…think about how God is calling you to let go of anxiety and scarcity-based thinking. What 
are you grasping so tightly that is keeping you from taking hold of the life that really is life?”   
 
As I think about how it is customary that the cost of everything has rises, I am mindful that shouldn’t my 
giving to the church also increase?   The challenge remains for all of us who live in God’s household to “Take 
hold of life that really is life.”  (1 Timothy 6:19} 
                                                                                           
                                                                                                             In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Jeanine Mohr, Stewardship Chair                                                                                      Rev. Ann Sundberg, Pastor                            

 



Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
  Minutes of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Council meeting      October 1, 2015.  

 
Those in attendance were Pastor Ann Sundberg, President Kit Watson, Julie Duncan, Laurie Harris, Denise 
James, Jeannie Mohr, Yvonne Moody, Laurie Schmidt and Sharon Thurlow. Those not attending include 
Robyn Baquet, Karleen Gramberg, Ericka Lans and Alyssa Noble. 
 
Secretary's Report was approved with corrections with motion by Jeannie Mohr and seconded by Julie 
Duncan. (Lisa and Jarrod Briggs and Bev Stitt are serving as teachers for Wednesday School/Confirmation.)  
 
The Treasurer's Report was approved with motion by Laurie Schmidt and seconded by Yvonne Moody. 
 
Pastor's Report:  Uati Paopao has given a new/rebuilt computer for the office. There were 4 Sunday 
worship services. Confirmation class started September 2 with Murphy Churchill. A house blessing was 
performed for Rhonda Schommer. 
 
Executive Committee: Council members were reminded not be afraid to bring in other members of the 
congregation to assist with your various committees.  The Annual Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
January 24, 2016.  More to follow on that next month. 
 
Building and Grounds: Several things will need to be brought before the congregation at the annual 
meeting such as:  Supplemental air conditioning and getting bids; Prayer Garden and ways to use the slate 
in a meaningful way, getting estimates for a sidewalk.  We had a young man working around the church 
building for community service. He did some weeding, stump removal, and vine trimming. Job well done.  
 
Education: Wednesday School is going strong. Many generous parents are contributing time and meals for 
Wednesday school.  Thanks parents!  There are 20-22 children enrolled. 
 
Evangelism: No report. 
 
Fellowship: There will be pie baking party on October 24.  Be sure to sign up. The Fall Feast is scheduled for 
November 15, 2015.   
 
Social Ministries: 73 people were served by the Shepherd's Pantry in September. There been many 
donations for the pantry.  Many have been from Our Savior's Lutheran.  We will be serving lunch on 
October 19th at Closer to Home.  
 
Stewardship: The verse for Stewardship is I Timothy 6:17-19. Stewardship letters are in and ready to be 
mailed. REMINDER TO BE SURE TO GET YOUR PICTURES TURNED IN for the directory. 
 
Worship: No report. 
 
New Business: None 
 
Checkout and Prayer: When have you received the benefits of someone else’s good works? 
 
Respectfully submitted. 

Sharon Thurlow 



 
 

Pastor’s Message 
 

The other day two people called for help from the Shepherd’s Pantry.  One was a man whose wife has 
Alzheimer’s.  He tries to provide for them both out of his Social Security and perhaps a small pension.  
But the money never goes far enough.  He comes each month to pick up groceries and tells me how 
much it means to him.  The next call came from a man whose family has just arrived in Chadron.  They 
have moved into a new apartment, but the deposits for the rent and the utilities used up all their cash.  
He will begin a job next week, but there isn’t enough to make ends meet before he gets his first 
paycheck.   
  
Later in the day, the truck from Brown Transfer came to pick up the quilts that we are sending to 
Lutheran World Relief.  I told the driver that he was taking these quilts on the first leg of a journey that 
will eventually cross the ocean.  They will wind up in a refugee camp or hospital somewhere on the 
other side of the planet, to be given to someone that none of us will ever meet.  Thousands of quilts are 
being collected this week across the state of Nebraska; thousands of quilts are making the very same 
journey. 
  
We are delivering God’s love to people who need to know that someone cares about them.  We are 
delivering God’s love to people who have nowhere else to turn.  We are delivering God’s love as a sign 
of God’s mercy and care for “the least of these.”   It doesn’t matter whether they live here in Chadron or 
on the other side of the world. 
 
During the month of November we traditionally set aside one day to give thanks for the blessings in our 
lives – for family and friends, for livelihood and possessions, for community and the connections we 
have to each other.  This year, instead of celebrating Thanksgiving on just one day only, I invite you to 
join me in celebrating 30 Days of Thanksgiving. 

 
It’s as simple as this:   
 
Take time each day to name one blessing that God has given you that day.  Then say a prayer of       
thanks. 
 
God brings blessings to our lives in ways that we cannot imagine. 
 
Are you in?  What are you thankful for? 
 

 

 

  



 

 
 

GRACEVINE 
November 2015 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
747 Ann Street – Chadron, NE 69337 

Telephone: (308) 432-5408 
Email: chadimmanuel@bbc.net 

Pastor Ann Sundberg 
Cell: (919) 475-9754 

  
  

Where God is with us as we grow in faith! 

mailto:chadimmanuel@bbc.net

